
338 

By 

TIYA SOWELL 

Based on True Events 
A new home brings hope and comfort, but for a single 

mother and her four children, it unveils unspeakable acts 
of horror that can not be escaped. 

2017 (PG Version) 1393 Gardendale Dr. W. 
Columbus Ohio 43219 
614-779-5729 
tiyasowell@gmail.com 



                                                             

Created using Celtx                                          

1 INT. CLOSET - NIGHT 

MOVEMENT, SHUFFLING, and STRUGGLING can be heard from behind 
the attic door. Sounds of a man GRUNTING and a fist 
contacting a body can be heard. There are gurgling sounds and 
then an immediate silence. The sounds of FOOTSTEPS descending 
the stairway behind the door. The door opens, slams shut and 
is then locked. 

2 INTRODUCTION, CREDITS, 338 

3 EXT. 338 RHOADS AVE -- DAY 

A black woman, late thirties--TIYA--emerges from the trailer 
of a Uhaul truck carrying a box that she hands to one of four 
kids standing around the back of the truck. She hands a box 
to a young boy, then disappears back into the trailer. 

She repeats the process with the other three and then climbs 
down out of truck. She picks up two lamps, and walks to the 
open front door of the house. She stops to take a look down 
the street. 

A cat carrier with an orange tabby, Ava, inside sits on the 
porch next to her. 

POV: From the eyes of a woman standing across the street, 
Tiya waves, picks up the carrier and disappears into the 
house. 

4 INT. ATTIC - DUSK 

Tiya's setting up an art studio in the attic. MALAIKA, a 15-
year-old pre-teen with a golden complexing and long, dark 
curly hair sits on the steps listening to music holding Ava. 

JAMES, a brown-skinned, lanky twelve-year-old, brings a 
basketball up the stairs and begins bouncing it. Tiya shoos 
him back down the stairs. He hits Malaika on the head as he 
bounds down the stairs. 

Tiya looks out the window into the upstairs window next door. 
She notices a tall white woman in her reflection standing 
behind her. She turns and sees no one but Malaika who is 
still sitting on the top step with her headphones on. 
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Tiya looks back at the window and sees her new neighbor, MS 
SANDY, an older black lady, waving at her. She hesitantly 
waves back. 

TIYA 
Creepy. 

She closes the blinds. 

5 INT. KITCHEN - DAY 

Tiya moves throughout the empty house moving boxes and 
putting away items in each room. She runs down the stairs and 
into the kitchen. 

TIYA 
God, it is so muggy in here. 

She reaches for the window handles above the kitchen sink and 
pushes the huge panes open. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
That's better. 

She steps away, pauses and walks back to the window. At the 
far end of the backyard is a black object. She reaches above 
the door frame for a key, and unlocks the back door. 

She hears an approaching train that is headed for the tracks 
that outline the edge of her backyard. She steps out on the 
porch and sees a large black dog sitting in the large back 
yard. He stands, and stares at Tiya. She stares back. 

She finally breaks the trance as the train whistle is blown. 
The train drives along the edge of the yard. Tiya goes back 
into the house. She locks the door behind her and reaches for 
her cell phone on the counter. 

As she dials a number, she looks up and notices the dog is 
gone. She smooths the top of her head, and the phone rings, 
startling her. On the caller ID is an unknown number. She 
answers. 

TIYA 
Hello? Oh hey. How are you? Yeah? 
What? When? Okay, thanks. Hey, I'm 
sorry. 

She hangs up. 
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TIYA (CONT'D) 
Damn. 

She looks out the window again, and sees nothing. 

6 EXT. GRAVEYARD - DAY 

People huddle around a coffin suspended over an open grave. A 
woman stands to sing Amazing Grace. Five people sit in seats 
arranged in front of the coffin. Two women hold hands as if 
supporting each other's weight and grief. 

The older woman sits stiffly; her face is soiled with tears 
as the middle aged woman sobs openly. An older, large dark 
skinned man sits to the left of the older woman with his arm 
around her. 

Tiya stands a distance away from the gravesite setting. She 
is dressed in all black. She holds a single flower as soft 
tears stream down her face.. She waits as the funeral ends 
and the gravesite is slowly cleared. 

Tiya walks to the empty site as the CARETAKER lowers the 
coffin and covers the hole with plywood. He sees her. 

CARETAKER 
Sorry, miss. Would you like a moment? 

TIYA 
Just one. 

Tiya stands over the hole, silent. After a few beats, she 
tosses in a white carnation. 

TIYA 
Asshole! (To the caretaker) I'm done. 
Thank you. 

She walks away and he resumes. She gets into the driver's 
seat of her car and starts the ignition, noticing a small 
envelope on the windshield. She gets out and retrieves it. 

In the envelope is a card, which she opens. On the card is a 
phone number. She looks around to see who might have left the 
card. With a look of confusion she walks back around to get 
in the car. 

As she approaches the door, she's startled by a blackbird 
sitting in the driver's seat. 
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TIYA 
What the? Go away bird. Go away. 

The bird doesn't move. It squawks. 

TIYA 
Really? 

Tiya walks around to the other side of the car and cautiously 
opens the passenger door. With the key fob, she pops the 
trunk, retrieves a small snow-dusting broom and attempts to 
push the bird out. 

It puts up a fight and charges her. She screams, and swings 
the broom wildly. When the bird finally is far enough out of 
range, she rushes into the car, quickly pulling both doors 
shut. 

She presses the lock button. She sits, panting for a moment. 
She rests her forehead on the steering wheel. 

TIYA 
What the hell was that? 

There is a tap on the windshield. When she lifts her head, 
the bird is sitting on the hood of the car. It squawks. She 
revs the engine, puts the car in drive and speeds away. The 
bird leaves the car and flies away. 

She doesn't stop driving. The tail end of her speeding car 
can be seen leaving the cemetery. Brake lights, and a sharp 
left turn, the car disappears out of sight. The bird lands on 
the grave she was previously visiting, then flies off. 

7 EXT. 338 - EVENING 

It is a windy evening. A storm is brewing. Wind can be heard 
whistling. Jhovan--11, tall and brown skinned, and his cousin 
ALFIE--7, short and light skinned, are playing basketball in 
the driveway. A car pulls up and Tiya steps out. 

JHOVAN 
What's up, Moms? 

TIYA 
Hi, Doodlebug. Can you boys get the 
groceries out of the trunk please? 

She turns and pushes the button on the key fob that pops the 
trunk open. Reaching back into the car, she pulls out 
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shopping bags, closes the door and heads into the house. 

8 INT. 338 - EVENING 

Tiya walks to the living room and puts the bags down on the 
coffee table. She calls for her kids. 

TIYA 
Girls! James! Come and get your stuff. 

James bounds down the steps. 

JAMES 
Hey Mom. What'd you get me? 

She hands him some bags. 

TIYA 
Here baby. Go try these on. And put 
your school supplies in your bookbag. 

AALIYAH who is 17, tall and fair with dark shoulder length, 
straight hair, comes down the stairs as James goes back up to 
his room. He shouts from the stairs. 

JAMES 
Thanks Mom. Love youuuu. 

He goes back up the stairs. 

TIYA 
You're welcome old man. Love you too. 

AALIYAH 
Hey mommy. 

TIYA 
Hey mama. I looked for those shoes you 
wanted, but couldn't find them. What 
about these? 

Tiya digs in the bag and pulls out a pair of shoes. Aaliyah 
looks disappointed. 

AALIYAH 
Mom, noooooo! Not these. I told you 
the brown ones. 

TIYA 
These are brown. 
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AALIYAH 
No, mom, those are tan. I wanted the 
dark brown ones. 

TIYA 
Ohhhhh. Alright. Well I will take them 
back tomorrow after work. 

Malaika comes down the stairs rubbing her eyes as if she just 
woke up. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
Well, good morning sleepy head. Its 
after 2:30. 

MALAIKA 
Hi Mommy. 

TIYA 
Here's some shoes for you. 

MALAIKA 
Thanks. Mommy, I heard scratching in 
my room. At my door. It woke me up. I 
couldn't sleep last night, and I just 
heard it again. 

TIYA 
Why didn't you come get me last night? 

Malaika shrugs and stretches her arms. She grabs her bag and 
goes through the glass French doors into the kitchen. 

MALAIKA 
What happened to that whole thing of 
Kool-aid? I bet James drank it all. I 
just made it last night. 

JAMES (V.O) 
I can hear you Malaika. My room is 
right above the kitchen, remember. 

Malaika looks at the hole cut into the kitchen ceiling where 
work is being done from the bathroom above. She giggles. 

MALAIKA 
Somebody else might want some kool-aid 
too you know. 
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JAMES (V.O) 
What makes you think it was me? Always 
blaming me. 

MALAIKA 
Cause you're always the one doin 
stuff. 

TIYA 
Oh my God, would you two shut up 
please? How about we have nothing but 
water and milk from now on. That will 
solve everything. 

MALAIKA 
I can't drink milk Mommy. Remember, 
I'm lactose intolerant? 

TIYA 
Oh Lord. Well, I guess its just water 
for you then, Missy. 

MALAIKA 
Ha ha, Mommy. Thanks James. 

JAMES 
Shut up Malaika! 

9 INT. BATHROOM - NIGHT 

Tiya sits in the tub in the dark bathroom. A candle is lit, 
and she is reading a book. A glass of wine sits on the floor 
by the tub. 

There are scratching sounds. She looks up towards the 
ceiling. The sound begins to multiply. She sits up and sits 
still, listening. She can also hear her heartbeat in her 
ears. Her eyes look spooked. 

The sound increases, then suddenly stops. Tiya looks around 
the bathroom, then slowly sits back. The room is still and 
quiet. Her phone rings suddenly, startling her and completely 
breaking the silence. 

She answers it without checking the caller ID. It's her 
mother. She silently curses herself for answering. 

MOMMY(O.C.) 
Hello. Tiya? 



                                                             

Created using Celtx                                          

TIYA 
Hi Mommy. 

MOMMY(O.C.) 
How you doing? 

TIYA 
I'm fine. Just taking a bath. 

MOMMY(O.C) 
Okay. I didn't want to disturb you. Me 
and Daddy are doing fine. I took him 
to the doctor today-- 

Tiya attempts to ignore her mother as she tries to relax. She 
closes her eyes and when she opens them her mother's still 
talking. She glances at the foggy mirror to the left. She 
looks straight ahead at her feet waiting for her mother to 
finish. 

She happens to glance at the mirror again and watches in 
amazement as the letters H-E-Y N-O-W appear. She sits up 
quickly and drops the phone in the water. She can still hear 
garbled conversation. 

MOMMY(O.C.) 
Tiya. Tiya are you there? Hello? 
Hello? Oh, I think I lost her. 

The phone goes silent as Tiya desperately fishes it out of 
the water. She jumps out of the tub, wrapping a towel around 
her. She looks again at the mirror and the words are gone. 
She wipes it clean with her hand and quickly leaves the room. 

10 INT. HOUSE - NIGHT 

Tiya walks around the dark house making sure all of the 
lights are out and windows are closed. She steps into the 
downstairs hallway and sees a glow in the kitchen. It's after 
midnight. 

She walks slowly into the kitchen and stops short when she 
hears rustling. The glow disappears as she approaches the 
room. She slowly reaches for the hallway light switch. 

As she turns it on, she comes face to face with James. He has 
a glass of Kool-aid in his hand. They both scream at the same 
time. 
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TIYA 
Really James. 

JAMES 
Oh my God, Mom! You scared me to 
death. 

TIYA 
What are you doing up? 

JAMES 
I was thirsty. 

TIYA 
There's water in the bathroom 
upstairs. 

She takes the glass from him and puts it in the refrigerator. 

JAMES 
Mom, faucet water is gross. 

TIYA 
What do you think I made the kool-aid 
with? Go to bed! 

She opens a cabinet door, grabbing a bag of rice. She sits 
her phone in a bowl and pours the rice on top of it. Turning 
off the light, she leaves the room. 

11 INT. HOUSE - DAY 

Tiya stands at the door shouting at the boys upstairs who are 
about to miss their bus. They both bolt down the stairs and 
out the door. She shouts after them as they run down the 
driveway. 

BOYS 
Bye Mom. Love you. 

TIYA 
Love you too. Have a good day. Do well 
today. Learn something new! 

She watches as they turn the corner. James is running. Jhovan 
is strolling. Tiya shakes her head and shouts out the door. 

Jhovan, you better not miss that bus! 
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JHOVAN 
Alright Mom! 

Tiya shakes her head and closes the door. 

12 INT. BMV - DAY 

Tiya is working at the front counter at the local BMV. The 
store is extra busy. Her cell phone in her purse begins to 
ring. As she digs for it, she pulls out the card she found on 
her window at the graveyard. 

She puts the card back in her purse and finds her phone. She 
leaves the counter and goes into the back room to answer it. 
It is THE ALARM COMPANY. 

ALARM COMPANY 
This is ADT customer representative 
Sara. We are calling because the panic 
alarm in your home was triggered. Do 
you know the pass code? 

TIYA 
Its apple butter. 

ALARM COMPANY 
Thank you. The police have been 
dispatched to your home. 

TIYA 
My children are there. 

ALARM COMPANY 
No one is answering the phone at this 
time. 

TIYA 
I will meet the police there. 

She hangs up and immediately gets another call. Its an 
unknown number. She rushes out the back door while talking. 

Hello? 

JAMES 
Mom, there's somebody in the house. 

TIYA 
What do you mean someone is in the 
house? Did they set off the alarm? 
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JAMES 
No, but we heard something outside 
your bedroom door. 

TIYA 
What? Where are you? 

JAMES 
Mom...Listen! We heard someone coming 
up the basement steps, so we went into 
your room and locked the door. Then we 
heard them outside your door. So I 
pushed the panic button and we climbed 
out your window. We're across the 
street at Ms. Miller's, Mom. 

TIYA 
Ok. You guys ok? Where are your 
sisters? 

JAMES 
They're not home yet. 

Tiya looks at the clock on the console in the car. Its 4:25. 

TIYA 
They should be home any minute. You 
guys just stay put. The police are on 
their way. If you see your sisters, 
stop them from going in the house. 
I'll be there as fast as I can. 

She gets into her car and speeds out of the parking lot. 

13 EXT. 338 - AFTERNOON 

When she is on her street, she sees two police cruisers in 
front of the house. She also sees her four kids standing on 
the side walk across from the house. She pulls up to them and 
they climb in the car. She parks the car in the driveway. 

TIYA 
You guys ok? 

JHOVAN 
It was really scary, Mom. We heard the 
footsteps and I thought it was Aaliyah 
or Malaika. But when I called their 
names they didn't answer and 
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the footsteps just kept getting louder 
and closer. 

JAMES 
That's when we went into your room and 
locked the door and pushed the alarm 
like you told us to do. 

TIYA 
You did good guys. 

AALIYAH 
Mom, where are we going to stay 
tonight? 

A police officer walks up to the door and knocks on the 
window. 

TIYA 
You guys stay in the car. 

Tiya gets out and talks to the police officer. 

Hi officer. I'm the homeowner. 

POLICE 
Were you the one who made the call? 

TIYA 
No. My sons pushed the panic button in 
my room. 

POLICE 
Well, we've gone through the house and 
it seems all of the doors and windows 
are still locked and secure. 

TIYA 
Well, there is one unsecured window in 
the basement. Could they have gotten 
in through there? 

POLICE 
Anything is possible, but I don't see 
any windows opened or ajar in the 
basement either. I think maybe your 
sons heard a mouse or a squirrel on 
the roof or something. But there is no 
forced entry anywhere or forced exits. 
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TIYA 
Well officer, can you walk with me so 
I can go through the house? I would be 
able to notice immediately if 
something is out of place. 

POLICE 
I'd be happy to. 

TIYA 
You guys stay in the car. 

The kids lock the car door as the police follow Tiya into to 
the house. 

14 INT. 338 - AFTERNOON 

They walk through the house finding nothing out of place. 
Tiya walks to the back door and stares out the window. 

TIYA 
Well everything seems to be okay. 

POLICE 
And as I said, if you hear anything or 
see anything suspicious, just give us 
a call and we'll come back out and 
take a look around. 

TIYA 
I appreciate you. Thank you. 

They shake hands and walk to the front door and out onto the 
porch. She waves to the kids to come into the house. They 
jump out of the car and run up onto the porch. Slowly and 
cautiously, they walk into the house. 

AALIYAH 
Mommy, I don't want to stay here 
tonight. 

MALAIKA 
Me either. Mommy lets just go to 
Granny's. 

TIYA 
We are not going to Granny's. We're 
going to stay here and turn the alarm 
on. We will be fine. Boys why does 
this kitchen look like this? 
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JAMES 
I was just about to do the dishes when 
I heard the footsteps in the basement. 

TIYA 
Right. Go on upstairs and get ready 
for school tomorrow while I cook 
dinner. 

15 INT. 338 - EVENING 

Later that night, Tiya walks up the stairs and peeks into 
James's room. 

TIYA 
You doin alright? 

JAMES 
Yeah, I'm alright. But I'm sleeping 
with you tonight, Mom. 

TIYA 
Whatever, boy. 

JAMES 
Close the door please. Love youuuu. 

TIYA 
Umhmm. 

Tiya closes his door and looks in on Malaika who is fast 
asleep. She softly closes her door and then walks to 
Aaliyah's room. She pushes the door open and sees her 
daughter lying on her bed watching tv. 

AALIYAH 
Hi Mommy. 

TIYA 
You alright in here? 

AALIYAH 
Uh huh. But Mom, something is in this 
house. 

TIYA 
That's what you said about the last 
house. 
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AALIYAH 
It was in the last house too. But 
there is seriously something in here. 

TIYA 
You don't think it was a burglar? 

AALIYAH 
Not if all the doors were locked, no. 
Think about it, Mom. This is the third 
time they have had to hide in your 
room and push the panic button. 

Tiya sits down on Aaliyah's bed. She looks at the tv for 
moment before she asks the question. 

TIYA 
What do you think it is? Is it evil? 

AALIYAH 
I don't know. I can't tell yet. 

TIYA 
Ok. Well let me know if you feel or 
see something. 

AALIYAH 
Ok Mommy. I love you. 

TIYA 
Love you too. And do your homework. 

AALIYAH 
Arghhhh....I HATE HOMEWORK!! 

Tiya stands and walks to the door, closing it behind her. She 
turns and is startled by Jhovan who is standing behind her. 

JHOVAN 
Hi Mom. 

TIYA 
Damn ninja! Boy, where did you come 
from? 

JHOVAN 
I was in the basement washing clothes. 
Can you sign this for school tomorrow? 
And I need $10. 
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TIYA 
Jhovan, seriously? Do you think you 
could have given me some notice on the 
money. I don't feel like going out to 
the ATM. Dude, you gotta stop 
springing stuff on me at the last 
minute. What do you need it for 
anyway? 

JHOVAN 
We're going to the zoo tomorrow. 

TIYA 
Then they need to make sure they feed 
you. 

JHOVAN 
Mom, please. I'll go to the ATM with 
you. 

TIYA 
Whatever boy. I'll be right back. 
You're lucky I have $10 in my account. 

JHOVAN 
Thanks, Mom. 

TIYA 

Liya, I'm going to the gas station. 
I'll be right back. 

Tiya runs down the steps, grabs her keys and her purse. She 
stops at the alarm panel and sets the alarm. She then closes 
the door and locks it behind her. 

16 EXT. ATM - NIGHT 

Tiya stands in a line outside the ATM machine. The guy in 
front of her keeps looking back at her. She finally confronts 
him. 

TIYA 
What? 

MAN 
Nothing, Ma. You just look familiar. 
Do I know you? 
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TIYA 
No, and who does that at the ATM? 

MAN 
My bad, Ma. Why you so cranky? 

TIYA 
Oh my God. Really? Jhovannnnn, if you 
didn't need this money... 

17 INT. 338 - NIGHT 

Tiya returns to the house. As she climbs the porch she 
notices the front door is ajar. She steps in cautiously. She 
YELLS for the kids. 

TIYA 
Aaliyah! Malaika! Boys! 

Aaliyah comes to the top of the stops. 

AALIYAH 
Mom, did you call me? 

TIYA 
Yes. Who left the front door open? 

AALIYAH 
Probably one of the boys. 

Aaliyah goes back to her room and closes the door. Tiya 
begins to shut the front door as Ava rushes in in the nick of 
time. 

TIYA 
Good Lord, Ava! You almost got cut in 
half. 

She turns the alarm on. As she disappears up the stairs, she 
shouts. 

TIYA 
Boys, who the hell left the front door 
wide open? Ya'll act like we don't 
live in the damn hood! 

18 INT. CAR - NIGHT 

FLASHBACK -- Tiya and CHARLES are riding in the car SINGING 
aloud with the radio and holding hands. They are laughing as 
they each take turns with the song. They are dressed for 
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a night out. 

At the stoplight, they stop and kiss passionately. A horn 
blows behind them, and Charles takes his time moving forward. 
Tiya laughs at him and yells out the window. 

TIYA 
We're moving! We're moving! 

As Charles begins to drive again, headlights appear at the 
passenger side, and there is a loud CRASH and SCREAMING. 

PRESENT DAY -- Tiya wakes abruptly, sitting up in her bed. 
She's sweating. She gains composure, realizing it was a 
dream. She looks around the dark room, then lays back down. 

As she closes her eyes, she hears a sound on the steps. 
Rolling over she checks the time on her cell phone. 3:28am. 
She climbs out of bed and opens her bedroom door. 

Looking down the hallway, she sees the other three bedroom 
doors are shut. She slowly walks down the hallway and 
descends the stairs. As she comes to the bottom stairs she 
notices the front door wide open. 

She cautiously walks to it and looks outside, then behind 
her. She sees nothing, and then turns to shut and lock the 
door. She pulls on the door to makes sure its locked and 
turns back around. 

AALIYAH 
Hi, Mommy! 

TIYA 
Liya, what the hell? You scared me to 
death. 

AALIYAH 
I'm sorry. I was just putting my 
clothes in the dryer. 

TIYA 
What did you go outside for? 

AALIYAH 
I didn't go outside. I was in the 
basement. 

TIYA 
The front door was open again. And the 
alarm wasn't on. 
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AALIYAH 
It was closed when I came downstairs. 
And the alarm was on, because I turned 
it on before I fell asleep. 

TIYA 
Go to bed babe. You have to get up for 
school soon. 

AALIYAH 
Nite, Mommy. I love you. 

Aaliyah hugs and kisses Tiya and then disappears up the 
steps. Tiya stands in confusion, and then double checks that 
the door is locked again. She turns on the alarm. As she 
walks up the stairs, a dark shadow can be seen outside 
through the curtain on the front door. The red signal on the 
alarm disappears and the front door eases open. 

19 INT. 338 - EARLY MORNING 

Kids run down the stairs and out the front door. 

KIDS 
Bye Mom. 

TIYA 
Bye guys. 

Tiya walks down the stairs in a bathrobe and shuts the door 
behind them. Locking it, she turns on the alarm. 

20 INT. 338 - DAY 

A sunny Spring day can be seen peering through large windows. 
Music and a television playing simultaneously can be heard. 
Tiya is sitting on the couch in the living room. She is 
laughing at KEVIN HART doing a comedy routine on tv. 

She starts to feel ill. She gets up and walks through the 
French doors connecting the kitchen. She gets a glass and 
gets water from the refrigerator. She stands at the 
refrigerator and drinks the water. She pours more water into 
her glass, closes the refrigerator and returns to the living 
room. She sits and begins laughing again. 

She has another concerned look. She lays down and pulls the 
blanket closer to her. Suddenly she sits upright, staring 
straight ahead focusing intently on a mirror on the wall in 
front of her. 
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She grabs her stomach and bends over. She starts convulsing, 
then violently vomiting. Once the spell has finished, she 
tries to yell for help. It comes out as a whisper. She tries 
to yell "James" and then "Jhovan" several times. But it is 
still a whisper. 

She shakily reaches for the remote which has fallen to the 
floor in front of her. She manages to turn the tv off. The 
silence is eerie, then followed by ringing in her ears. She 
is sweating and frightened. She closes her eyes and lays 
still for a moment. 

With her eyes closed, she sees random visions of girls 
getting beaten, screaming, crying and hovering in a wooden 
room. She sees a black figure standing in a doorway of a dark 
room with a light illuminating its shape. 

She opens her eyes and tries to yell again, but nothing comes 
out. The ringing subsides and she breaks out into tears. As 
she is hanging over the couch, James bounds in through the 
front door and sees her. She opens her eyes and reaches for 
him. James looks frightened. 

JAMES 
Mom, what's wrong? 

21 INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 

Tiya sits on a chaisse lounge in the living room in front of 
the fireplace. She is wrapped in a blanket and is talking on 
the phone to Lisa. Malaika brings her a cup of tea and then 
leaves the room. Lisa's voice can be heard on the other line. 

TIYA 
Thank you, mama. 

MALAIKA 
You're welcome, Mommy. 

LISA(O.C.) 
Girl, you probably just had like that 
24 hour virus. 

TIYA 
I don't know. Nothing like that has 
ever happened to me before. 

LISA(O.C.) 
Spooky crap is always happening to 
you. Just say a prayer and take your 
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weird ass to sleep. You need something 
stronger than that tea. Like some 
tequila or something. 

TIYA 
Uh no. I need to be completely in my 
senses if that craziness happens 
again. 

LISA(O.C.) 
Girl, just call me and I will send 
Everett over there. 

TIYA 
What the hell is his scary behind 
gonma do? Don't send him over here. 
I'd rather die. 

Lisa laughs. 

LISA(O.C.) 
Girl, bye. 

TIYA 
Bye. 

They hang up and Tiya stares into the fire dancing in the 
fireplace. She doesn't hear Malaika calling her. 

MALAIKA 
Mom! Mommy! Mommy! 

TIYA 
What? 

MALAIKA 
What's wrong? Didn't you hear me 
calling you? 

TIYA 
No, Malaika. What's up? 

MALAIKA 
I just heard that scratching in my 
room. And Aaliyah heard it too this 
time. It's coming from the stairs to 
the attic. 

TIYA 
It was probably Ava. Stop letting her 



                                                             

Created using Celtx                                          

up there. 

Tiya looks to the left and sees Ava sitting on the floor 
cleaning herself. 

MALAIKA 
Mom, Ava doesn't go up there. Nobody 
goes up there. 

Tiya takes a deep breath, then follows Malaika up to her 
room. 

22 INT. MALAIKA'S BEDROOM - NIGHT 

As they enter the room, Tiya scoffs at the mess that it's in. 

TIYA 
Did the scratching make this big ass 
mess? 

MALAIKA 
No, Mom. 

TIYA 
Malaika, this is disgusting. How can 
you even sleep in here? It's probably 
some rodent that came up here and got 
stuck under one of these nasty piles 
of dirty clothes and food. Are you 
kidding me? Clean this up. 

23 INT. ATTIC - DAY 

Tiya opens the attic door that is in the room and climbs the 
stairs. She turns the light on but the bulb blows out. At the 
top step, she finds a flashlight and turns it on. 

As she walks through the room, she ducks to keep from hitting 
her head. She shines the light around the room, and notices 
an open window at the opposite end. She walks over and pulls 
it closed by a cord, wrapping the cord around a hook. 

She walks over to the floorboards above the bathroom and sees 
the scratches. She rubs her fingers over the grooves and 
realizes that something caused them. She stands and shines 
the flashlight in another spot. There are no scratches. 
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She shines it again on the floor boards above the bathroom 
and sees them again. She moves to the steps and then looks 
back in the dark room. 

She descends the stairs and just as she comes to the doorway, 
the door slams on her from inside the room. She tries the 
doorknob and it does not push open. She bangs on the door and 
calls for her daughter. 

TIYA 
Malaika! Malaika open the door! 
Malaika! 

She bangs on the door with her fists and eventually begins 
smacking it. She shines the flashlight on the door, and 
notices the same scratches on the door. Just as she begins to 
yell and smack it again, the door is yanked open. 

MALAIKA 
Mommy, what happened? Why couldn't you 
open the door? 

TIYA 
It was locked. Did you slam it and 
lock me in? 

MALAIKA 
No. The door doesn't lock. 

Tiya rushes out of the attic, and goes downstairs. She 
returns with a sliding lock and some tools. As she puts it on 
the door, all of the kids come in to see what she's doing. 

TIYA 
I don't want anyone going in that 
attic. There is some kind of animal up 
there scratching the floorboard and 
I've got to get an exterminator in 
here tomorrow. 

JAMES 
You would never catch me up there 
alone anyway. 

JHOVAN 
Uh uh. That place is too creepy. 

The boys leave the room, and Malaika and Aaliyah stay behind. 
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AALIYAH 
Mommy, I don't think there's an animal 
up there. 

TIYA 
Liya, stop scaring your sister. 

AALIYAH 
Seriously. There's something else up 
there. 

TIYA 
Liya, I was just up there, and nothing 
is there. Whatever animal that's up 
there is hiding. Malaika, please just 
keep this locked. 

MALAIKA 
Mommy, do I have to sleep in here? 

TIYA 
Well, I don't know how you're sleeping 
in this pig stye in the first place. 

AALIYAH 
You can sleep in my room. 

TIYA 
I'll call the exterminator in the 
morning. 

The girls leave the room as Tiya finishes putting the new 
lock on. 

24 INT. KITCHEN - MORNING 

An exterminator van sits outside. The exterminator comes into 
the kitchen while Tiya sits at the table drinking coffee. 

EXTERMINATOR 
Well, ma'am, we've laid some traps. 
Looks to me like a raccoon may have 
come through the open window in the 
attic. 

TIYA 
But, both of the windows were closed. 
I just checked them last night. 
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EXTERMINATOR 
Well, there was one that was still 
open at the far end there, and that's 
where I laid the trap. So if it comes 
in again, it won't get far. Looks like 
your closure may have just been 
temporary though. Better secure those 
windows as soon as you can. Once it 
starts getting chilly outside, you 
will never be able to get rid of him. 

Malaika walks into the kitchen with a thermometer in her 
mouth. 

MALAIKA 
Mom, I don't feel good. 

TIYA 
You're going to school tomorrow little 
girl. 

MALAIKA 
Mommy, really. I don't feel good. I 
think I have a temperature. 

Tiya walks the exterminator out the door. As Malaika sits at 
the table waiting, the house begins to vibrate while a train 
goes through the backyard. In front of Malaika, the cup 
slowly slides across the table and stops directly in front of 
her. 

It makes a scratching sound as it moves. Malaika is stunned 
to silence as her head slowly rises while she watches the 
cup. The front door shuts and Tiya walks back into the 
kitchen. She sees the look on Malaika's face. 

TIYA 
Okay Malaika, let me check your 
temperature. 

MALAIKA 
Nope. I think I'm better Mommy. 

Malaika leaves the room abruptly and runs up the stairs. Tiya 
frowns at Malaika's quick departure. 

25 INT. BEDROOM - EVENING 

There is a knock on a bedroom door. Aaliyah opens the door 
agitated. 
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AALIYAH 
What? 

MALAIKA 
What's wrong with you? 

Aaliyah moves around the room looking for something. She gets 
on her knees to look under her bed. Then opens and closes her 
nightstand drawers. Checks the shelves of her bookshelf. 

AALIYAH 
Um, someone's been in my room again. I 
can't find my colored pencils. I know 
it's James. I can't wait to move out. 
Then I can have some stinkin privacy. 

MALAIKA 
Yo, you will never guess what I just 
saw. 

AALIYAH 
I don't care. 

MALAIKA 
Aaliyah, a cup just moved across the 
table in front of my eyes. 

AALIYAH 
Yeah, right. Did you tell Mom? 

MALAIKA 
No, I just left. 

AALIYAH 
Quit lyin, Malaika. And go to your own 
room. I gotta find my colored pencils. 
I always put them in the same place. I 
bet anything I'll find them under his 
bed or something. 

MALAIKA 
Liya, I'm not lying. 

AALIYAH 
Whatever. Just go! 

Aaliyah slams the door behind Malaika. As she turns back 
around in her room, her TV turns on. 
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AALIYAH 
How did that happen? 

She turns it off abruptly, and continues her search. 

26 INT. GROCERY STORE - DAY 

Tiya, James and Jhovan move from aisle to aisle as she puts 
groceries into the cart. James finds a rubber ball and 
bounces it, passing it back and forth to Jhovan. 

TIYA 
Would you two cut it out? Break 
something and I'll break you. 

JHOVAN 
Mom, chill. 

JAMES 
Don't worry, Mom. We won't break 
anything. 

TIYA 
Put the damn ball down! 

JAMES 
Okay, mother. Let's go look at the 
videos bro. 

JHOVAN 
Bye, Mom. 

As Tiya moves from one aisle to the next, she notices a white 
lady wearing all black watching her. She continues to move 
and notices the lady is following her. She stops to look at 
salad dressings. The woman approaches. Her name is Diane. 

DIANE 
You haven't called. 

TIYA 
Excuse me. 

DIANE 
I left my number on your car a few 
weeks ago. You should have called by 
now. 

TIYA 
Who are you? 
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DIANE 
I know what's happening in your house. 
I was there. 

TIYA 
Were you at Charles's funeral? Who are 
you? 

DIANE 
When it gets to be too much to ignore, 
too much to handle, you need to call 
me. 

TIYA 
What? When what gets to be too much to 
handle? Who the hell are you? 

Diane turns and walks away. Tiya follows her as she turns the 
corner. She's several steps ahead of Tiya. When Tiya looks 
down the center aisle there is no sign of her. Tiya leaves 
the cart and does a quick assessment of the area. There is no 
one resembling the woman. Flustered and nervous, she finds 
the boys. They are playing a game. 

TIYA 
Boys, lets go. 

JAMES 
Okay, Mom. We're almost done. 

TIYA 
Now! We are leaving now! 

Pushing the cart at maximum speed, she goes to the front of 
the store. The boys follow, play fighting with each other. 

27 INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 

The whole house is dark. Tiya sleeps soundly as her door 
opens. The bottom half of a man can be seen walking along the 
edge of the bed. He climbs in. 

Tiya rolls over with her eyes closed. The man is Charles. He 
rubs her face and begins to kiss her. She opens her eyes and 
embraces him. They become entangled as they take their 
clothes off. 

She climbs on top of him and straddles him. As they make 
love, he turns her over and kisses her back and neck. He 
rolls on to his side to face her. They kiss and she smiles. 
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TIYA 
Where have you been? 

CHARLES 
Right here in your dreams baby. I'm 
watching every night. You're never 
alone. 

TIYA 
I was alone when you were alive. 

CHARLES 
I'm sorry about that. I always loved 
you. I always will. 

Tiya reaches to touch his face, which disintegrates in her 
hands. His body then dissipates and Tiya screams. She sits 
up, waking from her dream, grabbing the blanket to cover 
herself. 

She looks at the pillow beside her. She is alone. She sees 
her clothes on the floor and realizes she's naked. 

28 INT. CAR - DAY 

Tiya is driving as she recalls a call she had with Lisa 
earlier. 

TIYA 
Girl, now I'm dreaming about him? 

LISA 
Bout who? Not that loser. I mean 
forgive me Lord, the man is dead. But 
he was no good for you when he was 
alive, Tiya. Wake yo ass up next time. 

Tiya laughs. 

TIYA 
I didn't want to. 

LISA 
Please. You act like ya'll was doin 
the nasty or something. [BEAT] Was you 
having sex?! Aww damn girl. Get you 
some alive-man sex and let that 
bastard go! You out your damn mind! 

Tiya smiles as she turns the corner and lets out a little 
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chuckle. 

LISA 
Girl, was it at least good? 

TIYA 
Lisa, it was better dead than it was 
when he was alive. And that man was 
good alive! 

LISA 
What the hell? 

TIYA 
But you don't understand. He was 
really there. He was in my room, in my 
bed...on me. It was more than a dream. 

LISA 
A dead man got you whipped. Damn he 
must have been good! 

TIYA 
Lisa, he was there. He took my clothes 
off. I woke up naked and my clothes 
were on the floor where he left them. 

LISA 
Um your ass needs a vacation...with 
someone alive and breathing. 

TIYA 
It's only been a few months. 

LISA 
A few months since what? Since you 
finally left his ass alone? That man 
was not for you. And it took you too 
many damned years to figure that out. 
It's gonna take a while to move on, 
but you can't be going around screwing 
dead people, Tiya. That's just not 
ladylike. 

Tiya laughs while at the stop sign. She doesn't realize she's 
been sitting there for longer than necessary. A horn beeps 
waking her out of her trance. 
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TIYA 
Alright, alright. 

She drives off. 

29 SUPER - JULY 2012 

30 INT. ELEVATOR 

Tiya boards an elevator at her job. It is empty. The door 
closes. It opens on the second floor, and a tall dark man 
named Charles gets in. He is followed by his WIFE, tall woman 
with bronze colored skin. 

CHARLES 
Hey now. 

TIYA 
Hey you two. How's it going? 

The door closes. Tiya gets off on the 3rd floor. The door 
closes. 

CHARLES 
Please have some discretion while 
we're both still working here. 

WIFE 
The divorce is final. You got you 
wanted. I can't promise anything else. 

The door opens and she exits. 

31 EXT. FOOTBALL GAME - NIGHT 

The minor league football team takes the field. Tiya, Lisa, 
James and Jhovan come into the gate and climb the stands. 
Tiya hugs friends and says "Hi" to some people. They watch 
the game. Charles is coaching on the field. 

JAMES 
Mom, this is boring. Can I have some 
money for food? 

Tiya digs in her purse and hands both of the boys money. They 
head down the bleachers. 

LISA 
Girl, I need to be closer to all the 
action down there. We are too far up 
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for anyone to see me. 

TIYA 
See you for what? 

LISA 
You know they need to see me. 
(Pointing to the field) He needs to 
see me. He needs to see me. I need to 
see him. And he definitely needs to 
see me. 

TIYA 
You have issues. 

LISA 
No, I have needs. I am not the one who 
vowed to be celibate. 

TIYA 
For once I would like the commitment 
before the sex. 

LISA 
Why you want that if you don't know 
what you're committing to? Girl, if 
the sex ain't good on the wedding 
night, what you gonna do then? It's 
too damn late. 

They both laugh. 

TIYA 
Then we will commit to making it good 
together. 

LISA 
Girl, ain't nobody got time to train a 
grown man how to do it right. 

TIYA 
Shut up! You're loud as hell. 

They both laugh so hard they're crying. 

LISA 
You know I'm tellin the truth. 

TIYA 
Whatever. 
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James walks past them and sits behind Tiya. 

JAMES 
Mom, Mr. Charles says Hi. 

TIYA 
What? 

JAMES 
Mr. Charles. From your job. He said to 
tell you Hi. 

TIYA 
Oh. Okay. 

The team makes a touchdown and the crowd cheers. Jhovan sits 
down next to Tiya. He hands her a container of nachos. 

JHOVAN 
Here you go. Oh, Mr. Charles says to 
come see him before you leave. 

LISA 
Umhmm. We'll see how much longer your 
ass will last. 

TIYA 
Girl, that's a married man. 

LISA 
Right, maybe he just needs you for 
something totally innocent. Or not. 

32 EXT. FOOTBALL GAME - NIGHT 

The crowd exits the stands. Tiya and Lisa walk towards the 
gate when Tiya hears her name called. She turns around and 
sees Charles walking her direction. 

TIYA 
Hey. Shouldn't you be with the team? 

CHARLES 
I'm heading that way. I saw the boys. 
They're getting tall. 

TIYA 
Yeah. Tall as hell! 

CHARLES 
Well, I just wanted to holla at you. 
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He steps close to her. She feels nervous. 

CHARLES 
Can I get a hug? 

TIYA 
Where's your wife Charles? 

He steps closer and pulls her into an embrace. He whispers in 
her ear. 

CHARLES 
I don't have a wife anymore. It's just 
me now. 

Tiya breathes him in and closes her eyes. 

33 MONTAGE OF SCENES 

-Charles and Tiya sitting on her front porch looking at 
something on a laptop together. 

-Tiya sitting at the kitchen table at his house while he 
cooks. 

-The two walking hand in hand down the sidewalk. 

-Tiya watching him coach his youth track team. 

-The two watching a hibachi chef cook dinner at Japenese 
steakhouse. 

-The two sitting on a concrete picnic table. 

-Cuddling in bed while he sleeps and she watches TV. 

-In a hotel room, Charles sits at a desk working as Tiya lays 
in his t-shirt eating fruit. 

-Making love on the floor surrounded by candles. 

-Tiya sits in the bleachers at sons' football game as she 
looks around annoyed, and checks her watch. Charles didn't 
show for the game. 

-Tiya is dressed up, yelling at Charles on the phone because 
he didn't show up for their date. 

-Tiya sits at a table set for two. Candles have melted to 
almost nothing. She gets up and throws away the food. 
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34 INT. 338 - NIGHT 

The doorbell rings. Tiya opens the door. Charles stands with 
a very wide smile on his face. 

CHARLES 
Happy Valentines Day. 

TIYA 
No, it's not. AND the day is over. 

Tiya walks to the back of the house into the kitchen. Charles 
follows. He pins her up against the kitchen sink from behind 
and bites her neck. 

TIYA 
What do you want? 

He steps back as she turns around and hands her a white box 
wrapped with a red bow. She squints at him, and then takes 
it. She opens it, and is disappointed. It is a box of four 
chocolate covered strawberries. 

CHARLES 
What? I remembered this year. 

Tiya pushes him back, sits the box on the counter and then 
heads through the kitchen door again. 

TIYA 
Charles, thank you for remembering. 

She opens the front door. 

TIYA 
But please, the next time you 
remember, please remember I don't like 
strawberries. 

He leaves. She slams the door behind him. As the door closes, 
James voice can be heard. 

JAMES 
Mom, can I have these strawberries? 

TIYA 
Yep. 

35 INT. BEDROOM - EARLY MORNING - PRESENT DAY 

Malaika screams from her room waking Tiya. 
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MALAIKA 
Mommy! Ava is on the window ledge 
again. Mommy, I can't open the window 
to let her in. She's gonna fall. 

Tiya goes to her window, opens the screen and calls for Ava. 

TIYA 
Here kitty kitty. Ava, come here. Come 
to this window. 

Malaika storms in the room. 

MALAIKA 
Mommy, she ripped up my screen trying 
to get in. 

TIYA 
How the hell did she get out there 
anyway? Did you open the attic door? 

MALAIKA 
No, I am NEVER opening that door. I 
don't know how she got out there. 

Tiya reaches for an approaching Ava, pulls her in the window 
and closes the screen. 

TIYA 
This is a first. A cat is on a hot 
asphalt roof. How did you get up 
there? 

Ava mews and jumps out of Tiya'S embrace. She scurries out of 
the room. 

MALAIKA 
It just gets weirder and weirder. 

Malaika shakes her head and follows Ava out of the room. Tiya 
climbs back in the bed and lays on her back. She closes her 
eyes. She sniffs and sits up slowly. 

TIYA 
Why do I smell electricity? 

Moments later she is startled by a voice coming from the 
closet. She turns her head cautiously to the sound. 
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VOICE 
Shhhhhh. 

The single sound causes her so much alarm she is frozen to 
it. She waits to see if someone is going to emerge. She calls 
cautiously to the voice. 

TIYA 
Jaaames? Jhovaaaan? Is that you? This 
isn't funny. Come out of my closet. If 
I have to come in there to get you it 
is going to be all bad. 

When no one responds, she slowly rises and slowly walks to 
the door. At the entrance she pushes open the door and is 
rushed with an extreme cold breeze. 

TIYA 
What the? 

She slams the closet door closed and leaves the room 
altogether in a hurry, yanking the bedroom door closed behind 
her. She stands with her back against the door and closes her 
eyes. She opens her eyes suddenly and moves a step to the 
left away from the door, and takes a deep breath. Aaliyah 
startles her. 

AALIYAH 
Mom, what's wrong? 

TIYA 
What are you doing? 

AALIYAH 
I have graduation practice today. 

TIYA 
Oh yeah. 

AALIYAH 
The car needs gas. 

TIYA 
Okay. 

AALIYAH 
I need a thousand dollars. 

TIYA 
Okay. What? 
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AALIYAH 
Mom, what's wrong with you? 

TIYA 
Nothing. Go get ten dollars out of my 
purse.[pause] And call an exorcist. 

Tiya walks into the bathroom and closes the door. She yells 
from behind the door. 

TIYA 
EVERYBODY STAY OUT OF MY ROOM! 

36 ACT II 

37 INT. CHURCH - MORNING 

Tiya stands in a pew at church next to her mother and sister. 
They sing and clap with the choir. The pastor approaches the 
podium and the church claps and cheers as the choir is 
seated. 

PASTOR 
It's prayer time church. 

Members of the church move to the altar as they sing an altar 
processional. Tiya walks to the front towards one of the 
DEACONESSes who puts her hands on her shoulders. 

The deaconess whispers to her. 

DEACONESS 
What's on your heart sister? Give it 
to God. 

Tiya stares at the deaconess contemplating if she should talk 
about what's going on at home. The whole church goes quiet to 
her. She can hear herself breathing and her heart pounding. 
She begins to speak, when the church comes to life again. 
Altar prayer is over. Tiya looks around awkwardly as she 
returns to the pew. 

38 EXT. CHURCH - AFTERNOON 

Everyone files out of the church and shakes the pastor's 
hand. Tiya and PASTOR embrace as she approaches. 

TIYA 
How long have we known each other? 
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PASTOR 
Pretty much all our lives. 

TIYA 
I need your help. 

39 INT. 338 - AFTERNOON 

Tiya and Lisa follow the pastor around as he goes through the 
house, room to room, blessing each space and chanting 
scripture. Lisa whispers and giggles behind him. 

LISA 
Girl, that man is fine. 

TIYA 
You're going to hell. Shut up! 

LISA 
Girl, I'm going anyway. And he is 
fine. 

TIYA 
Oh my God. 

Pastor stops and turns around to face them. Lisa straightens 
up as she stops. 

PASTOR 
How long have you lived here, Tiya? 

TIYA 
Just under a year. Why Sean? 

PASTOR 
Just asking. Why would you wait so 
long to ask the church for a blessing? 

TIYA 
[Shrugs] No reason. 

PASTOR 
That's not true, Pastor. Sean. She's 
been having crazy sexual dreams 
involving ghosts and things. 

TIYA 
Lisa! 
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LISA 
Girl, please. You better tell him so 
he can get rid of the juju you got up 
in here. 

TIYA 
There ain't no juju. Oh my God. 
There's just some strange stuff 
happening. I think I just might be a 
bit overwhelmed, that's all. 

LISA 
And the jerk she was dating forever 
died a few months ago and she ain't 
been dealing with the loss like normal 
people do. 

TIYA 
Oh my God, you just don't shut up do 
you? [To Pastor] Pastor, I've been 
dreaming about killing my best friend 
also. Haven't quite decided how I'm 
going to do it yet Just know it needs 
to be done. 

Tiya and Lisa laugh. 

LISA 
Bitch, you need me. 

TIYA 
Language! Oh my God. 

LISA 
Sorry bout that, Pastor. Is there some 
light punishment I need to be 
subjected to? Some Hail Mary's behind 
the confessional? Skinny dippin in the 
baptismal pool filled with holy water? 
I'm just sayin. 

PASTOR 
So, a man you were dating died? Were 
you still seeing him? Did he die here? 

TIYA 
No and NO! We were over for a while. 
About six months. A totally sinful and 
inappropriate relationship by the way. 
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LISA 
Yeah, she saw the err of her ways and 
dumped him! 

TIYA 
Don't you have to get back to work? 

PASTOR 
I want to suggest you sit down with 
someone and talk about what's been 
happening in your life. Sounds like a 
lot. Single mother, four kids, new 
house, break up and death. Can be a 
bit much on your mind. 

LISA 
Bit much. 

TIYA 
Really? It's not all bad. I, it's not 
that bad I don't think. 

PASTOR 
Well, it's just a suggestion. I've 
known you for a long time. I'm telling 
you as a friend. But for now, let me 
just say a prayer for you. Can we join 
hands? 

LISA 
Umhmm. We sure can. 

PASTOR 
Father God, I come to you for our 
sister, Tiya. Please supply her with 
the strength and understanding to 
approach her situations with you in 
her heart and her mind. Your word says 
the joy of the Lord is my strength. 
Help her keep running the race 
faithfully and to find strength and 
peace of mind in that safe and secret 
place of yours. Fill her with a 
supernatural power to overcome each 
obstacle in her path. Heavenly Father, 
please wrap your arms around her home 
and use these walls to protect Tiya 
and her family. Bless this home and 
provide abundance and joy for this 
family. In your will we pray in your 
precious Son's name. 
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Amen. 

Tiya opens her eyes and gazes around the room. The sun is 
shining through the windows. 

LISA 
Hallelujah and amen. Yes, Jesus. Thank 
you, pastor. 

The boys burst through the front door. 

JAMES 
Hey Mom. Hey Aunt Lisa. Hey, heyyy. 
Aren't you the reverend at Granny's 
church? 

PASTOR 
I am. How you doin young man? 

JAMES 
Chillin chillin. Mom, why is there a 
pastor in the house? Did somebody die? 

TIYA 
No boy. Go on somewhere. 

JAMES 
Alright. Well, school was cool and I'm 
hungry. See ya. 

PASTOR 
Well, I better be going. 

LISA 
So soon? We were just gettin 
acquainted. 

PASTOR 
Well, you know I have my real show on 
Sundays if you're interested. 

LISA 
Ha ha. 

The three walk to the front door as the boys raid the 
kitchen. When the pastor opens the front door, an electrician 
is standing there about to ring the doorbell. His name is 
MIKE. He is medium height, bronze skinned and is wearing a 
short sleeve shirt that reveals muscles and 
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tatted arms. 

PASTOR 
Just a revolving door today. How you 
doin sir? See you ladies Sunday. 

TIYA 
Thank you again, Sean. Hi, you must be 
the electrician. Come on in. 

LISA 
Girl, I would say I would see you 
later, but I don't know if I can leave 
you alone with this here man. 

Lisa looks at the electrician hungrily as she steps out on to 
the porch. 

TIYA 
Don't mind her. Come on in. [To Lisa] 
Bye girl. 

LISA 
I mean, it just might not be safe. 

TIYA 
Bye. 

Tiya lets the screen door close as she guides the electrician 
inside. 

TIYA 
Sorry bout her. Her bite is definitely 
worse than her bark. 

MIKE 
[Laughing] No problem. So what seems 
to be the issue. 

TIYA 
Issues. Um, I'm smelling electricity 
in the air at times. And the 
television in my daughter's room has 
turned on by itself on several 
occasions. It's an old house and I 
didn't know if you could run some sort 
of diagnostic to see where I stand. 

MIKE 
Well, from where I stand it's looking 
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pretty good. 

TIYA 
Ooookay. 

MIKE 
But seriously, I'll check out your 
breaker and run some tests. Let you 
know what I find. 

TIYA 
Thanks. The box is downstairs in the 
basement. 

MIKE 
Alright, well let me get started, 

TIYA 
Right. Thanks. [BEAT] The basement is 
that way. 

MIKE 
Right. 

Mike smiles a killer, dimpled grin and walks down the 
basement steps. Tiya shakes her head and walks away. 

40 INT. KITCHEN - AFTERNOON 

Tiya stands at the stove cooking. Mike comes up the stairs. 

MIKE 
I believe I know what the problem is. 

He holds up some mangled wires. 

MIKE 
Looks like you had some wiring issues. 
I rewired some circuits and you should 
be okay now. 

Tiya takes the wires and looks puzzled. 

TIYA 
How could this happen? No one even 
goes in there and I had a full 
inspection when I moved in. The 
inspector didn't mention any wiring 
issues. 
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MIKE 
Coulda been an animal. A rodent. Who 
knows. But hopefully your problem is 
fixed. 

TIYA 
Yeah, me too. Well thank you for 
coming out. 

MIKE 
It was my pleasure. 

He follows her to the door. As she opens it... 

MIKE 
Do you mind if I ask you something? 

TIYA 
Sure. What is it? 

MIKE 
Would you go out with me? 

TIYA 
Uh...I... 

MIKE 
I'm sorry. You could have a man, but 
there's no ring on your hand. So at 
least I know you're not married. 
[BEAT] Or maybe you are. I'm sorry. I 
didn't-- 

TIYA 
No, I'm not. And I don't. 

Tiya glances at the electrician's Range Rover in the driveway 
and lowers her head, smiling. 

TIYA 
Why don't we just stick to fixing the 
wiring. I mean the circuit box...the 
electricity. You know what I mean. 

Mike laughs. 

MIKE 
Alright alright. Well you have a good 
day. Call me if you need me. 

POV: As he walks away, someone watches from an upstairs 
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window. 

41 EXT. PORCH - DUSK 

Lisa and Dara are sitting on the porch sipping wine and 
laughing. The kids' laughter can be heard from inside. Dara 
lights a joint, inhales slowly and passes it to Lisa. Tiya 
comes out the door and takes a seat nearest the porch stairs. 

TIYA 
It just keeps getting creepier and 
creepier. I can smell the difference 
in the air in there. Sometimes it 
smells burnt and old. Especially in 
the attic. 

DARA 
Like that woman we used to smell in 
the basement at home. 

LISA 
(Coughing) I love both ya'll. But you 
two are some scary asses. (To Tiya) 
You can't keep a man cause you body 
slamming ghosts and (To Dara) you 
can't have one for long cause you too 
busy smelling old ladies. Ya'll 
suburban chicks attract some crazy 
crap. 

DARA 
You act like you're from Compton or 
something. 

TIYA 
Girl she grew up on a chicken farm in 
Georgia. 

Lisa laughs and coughs. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
She used to chase and choke chickens 
for sport! 

MAN (O.C.) 
I saw it. 

All three of the women's heads turn suddenly towards the 
voice and they jump to their feet. 



                                                             

Created using Celtx                                          

TIYA 
Whoa! 

LISA 
The hell? 

An old homeless MAN is standing on the porch at the top step. 
He is wearing dirty ragged clothes, a winter coat and old 
boots with holes in them. 

MAN 
I saw it. The cat. I saw it move in 
the air from back there. 

He points up towards the side of the house. The three women's 
eyes follow his hands. 

MAN 
Like someone was carrying it. Then put 
it down up there. 

He points upward. Their heads tilt up in unison. Lisa shakes 
her head. 

LISA 
I'm so high. Did he just say the cat 
was carried in the air to the window 
ledge? 

They all stand in silence, stunned. James and ISAIAH, Lisa's 
son the same age as James, burst through the front door 
scaring the man off the porch. He runs down the driveway and 
stops on the sidewalk. He points to the window sill and then 
scurries down the street. 

JAMES 
Who was that? 

ISAIAH 
Dang he was funky. 

He fans his nose. 

DARA 
What was that? 

Tiya STORMS into the house and into the kitchen. She begins 
pulling random drawers open. Everyone follows her. 

DARA (CONT'D) 
Um, what are you doing? 
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TIYA 
Looking for my dictaphone. 

LISA 
Your dick is what? 

Dara and Lisa laugh. 

TIYA 
Lisa, the kids. 

ISAIAH 
Eww. 

JAMES 
That's my cue. 

James and Isaiah leave the kitchen. 

TIYA 
I need to record. 

She finds the recorder, closes the drawer and heads upstairs 
into the bedroom. Malaika is sitting at her vanity trying on 
makeup. 

MALAIKA 
Mom, what's wrong? 

TIYA 
Nothing. Turn down your music. I gotta 
hear. 

Tiya unlocks and opens the attic door. She looks up the 
stairs and begins a slow cautious climb. Lisa and Dara cling 
to her. She stops at the top stair and sets the recorder on 
the landing. She presses record and looks around in the dark. 
Lisa and Dara look around. 

DARA 
What are we listening for? 

TIYA 
White noise. 

LISA 
White what? 

TIYA 
I'm listening for white noise. The 
natural noise in the room. When I 
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play it back, my dictaphone will be 
able to play it in slow motion. 

LISA 
Crazy ass family. 

TIYA 
Shh! 

They sit in silence. A fart breaks the silence and Tiya, Dara 
and Lisa turn to see Jhovan standing at the doorway. 

JHOVAN 
What? 

He laughs. They get up and walk down the stairs past him, 
leaving the recorder on the top step. 

TIYA 
You are so disgusting. 

DARA 
Jhovan really? 

LISA 
Ya'll crazy and nasty. 

Jhovan looks up the stairs, cuts the light off and closes the 
door. 

42 INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 

Malaika is asleep in her bedroom when a small click wakes 
her. She sits still for a moment and then closes her eyes 
again. She hears another sound and sits up in her bed. She 
listens and then slowly climbs out of the bed. She walks to 
the door to attic and opens it. In the dark, she sees a small 
green light. She turns on the light and sees the dictaphone 
sitting on the top stair. She runs up the stairs, grabs it 
and runs back down slamming the door behind her. She walks 
into Tiya's room and sets it on the night stand. 

43 INT. HALLWAY - NIGHT 

Jhovan is sleep walking out of his room and down the stairs. 
He walks through the hallway and down into the basement. 
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44 INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT 

He stands over a drainpipe in the basement and begins to 
urinate. When he is finished he turns towards the stairs and 
comes face to face with a dark figure. Still asleep, he 
doesn't notice the figure and walks through it. His body 
moves in slow motion up the stairs and he begins to contort 
and twitch. He is shaken awake and realizes he is not only in 
the basement, but also in the dark. He trips over a step and 
runs to his room. 

45 INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 

Jhovan slams the door behind him. He lays in his bed sweating 
and coughs a few times, then falls asleep. 

46 INT. ROOM - MORNING 

Jhovan is under his covers in the bed. His body is completely 
covered. Sunlight is shining through his window. Tiya can be 
heard calling his name. 

TIYA (O.C.) 
Vonnie! Wake up! You have to leave in 
ten minutes. Jhovan! 

A few moments pass. Tiya opens the door. 

TIYA 
Jhovan get up! Jhovan! 

He doesn't move. Tiya snatches the covers off of him. He is 
lying balled up, sweating and shaking, still asleep. Tiya 
feels his forehead and he stirs. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
Baby, you alright? 

He slowly shakes his head "No", and she covers him back up. 
She leaves the room and can be heard talking on the phone 
from another room. 

TIYA (O.C.) 
Mommy, something is wrong with Vonnie. 
He's barely moving and is sweating 
really badly. I don't know. I hope 
it's not that swine flu. 

She comes back into the room and sits on the bed. She pulls 
the blanket down and feels his head again and his body. His 
head feels hot but his arms are cold. She covers him up. 
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James comes into the room. 

JAMES 
What's wrong with Jhovan? 

TIYA 
I don't know baby. Go ahead to the bus 
stop. I've got to get him to the 
doctor. 

47 INT. DR'S OFFICE - DAY 

Tiya and Jhovan are sitting in the waiting room at the 
pediatrician's office. They are surrounded by kids playing. 
His head is on her shoulder. 

TIYA 
I'll be right back, baby. 

She stands and walks to the triage desk. A young black NURSE 
is sitting behind the counter. She greets Tiya with a smile. 

NURSE 1 
Yes ma'am? 

TIYA 
Hi. My son is here because he has all 
of the swine flu symptoms. 

NURSE 1 
Okay. 

Tiya turns and looks at all of the kids playing and then back 
at the nurse. 

TIYA 
Um yeah. Should he be sitting around 
all of these kids? 

A door opens and another nurse calls Jhovan's name. 

NURSE 2 
Jhovan Johnson. 

Tiya walks back to him and helps him stand and walk through 
the door. 

TIYA 
Thank you. 
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48 EXT. CAR - DAY 

Tiya is driving while Jhovan sits in the passenger seat 
curled up. She stops at the pharmacy. 

TIYA 
Okay baby. Sit tight. I'll be right 
back. I'm just gonna crack the window 
a little bit. You gonna be alright? 

Jhovan barely shakes his head. 

TIYA 
Okay, I'll be quick. 

She gets out of the car and locks the doors. Jhovan watches 
her walk into the building. He closes his eyes. Moments later 
he hears someone trying to open one of the car doors. 

He opens his eyes and slowly looks around. He sees no one 
close by. He closes his eyes again. Moments later he hears a 
thump outside the car. His eyes shoot open and he slowly sits 
up. 

Cautiously looking around to the left, he sees nothing. 
Looking back to the right, a white woman dismantled and 
grayish stands at his door. He cowers in fear. 

She tries to open the door. He checks the locks and holds his 
door handle to keep her from opening it. She yanks and yanks 
on it from the outside. With his left hand, he reaches over 
and starts banging on the horn, screaming. 

JHOVAN 
Leave me alone! Go away! Mom! Help! 
Ahhh! 

Tiya runs out of the pharmacy and to the car. She unlocks the 
door and gets in. Jhovan is still screaming. 

TIYA 
What's wrong? What's wrong? Are you 
hurting? Are you in pain? Vonnie baby 
what's wrong? Vonnie! 

He reaches over for her and clings to her covering his eyes 
with her shirt. Once he calms down, he looks up and out his 
window. No one is there. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
It's okay, baby. It's okay. 
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Tiya looks confused. 

JHOVAN 
Mom, a woman was trying to get in the 
car. 

TIYA 
What woman? 

She gets out and looks around. She sees cars, but no people 
out. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
What woman, baby? What did she look 
like? 

JHOVAN 
I don't know. She was old and white 
and looked sick. I mean not old, old. 
But like she had on old clothes. And, 
mom let's just go. 

TIYA 
What do you mean let's just go? 
Somebody just tried to take you and I 
need to call the police! 

JHOVAN 
You didn't see her when you came out? 
I banged on the horn like you taught 
us. She was right there! 

He points out his window. Tiya looks around. Jhovan looks 
around. 

JHOVAN (CONT'D) 
Mom, can we just go. I don't feel 
good. 

TIYA 
Vonnie. 

JHOVAN 
Please Mom. Let's just go. 

He curls up in his seat. Tiya takes a blanket from the 
backseat and covers him. She sits and looks concerned for a 
few moments, then starts the car. She drives out of the 
parking lot. 
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49 INT. LIVING ROOM - EVENING 

Malaika and Aaliyah stand at the door. 

MALAIKA 
Mommy! We're going to be late! 

AALIYAH 
Mom! 

Tiya comes down the stairs. 

TIYA 
I'm coming. I'm coming. Jeez, who's 
the parent here? James, we'll be at 
the school. If he starts to feel 
worse, call me and keep calling until 
I answer. If you don't get me, call 
Granny. 

Tiya opens the front door and GRANNY--a petite, dark-skinned 
woman in her 60's--is standing there. 

GRANNY 
Granny's already here. I've got 
everything under control. 

TIYA 
Mommy, you scared the life out of me. 
Vonnie's in his bed and James is at 
the kitchen table doing his homework. 
Or, at least, that's what he should be 
doing. 

JAMES (O.C.) 
I am Mom. 

TIYA 
Good. Help your grandmother if you can 
please so she's not running up and 
down the stairs. 

GRANNY 
No, James, you do your homework. I 
will be alright, dear. 

MALAIKA (O.C.) 
Mom! 

TIYA 
Okay, I'm coming. 
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50 EXT. PORCH - EVENING 

Tiya walks down the stairs to the car as her mother stands at 
the door waving. As Tiya drives away, the old homeless man 
stands on the adjacent corner pointing up towards the side 
window of the house. The man's image blinks away when Ms. 
Miller steps out on her porch. She sees Granny looking in her 
direction and waves. Granny nervously waves back and closes 
the door. 

51 INT. AUDITORIUM - NIGHT 

Tiya watches as Malaika plays the violin on the stage with 
her classmates. She checks her phone for messages, and then 
returns her phone to her purse. She looks around for Dara. 
She spots Mike, the electrician, standing in the back of the 
auditorium next to Dara. They make eye contact. He nods and 
she smiles. Dara waves and shields her mouth with her hands 
as she mouths "He is fine." Tiya waves her off and turns 
around. Dara appears next to her and Tiya removes the purse 
from the seat. 

DARA 
Girl! 

TIYA 
What? 

DARA 
Who's daddy is that? 

TIYA 
Who? 

DARA 
That fine chocolate dark knight I was 
standing next to back there. 

The class finishes performing and the audience claps. Aaliyah 
appears on stage with three other girls and sings a song by 
En Vogue. The audience cheers and the curtain closes. 

52 INT. HOUSE DOORWAY - NIGHT 

The doorbell rings and Granny opens it to a pizza delivery 
BOY, tall, black teen. 

BOY 
Hi. Extra large pepperoni? 
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GRANNY 
Yes. 

BOY 
That'll be $16.29. 

Granny hands him a twenty dollar bill. James steps in front 
of her and grabs the pizza box. 

JAMES 
I'll take that. 

James disappears with the box. 

GRANNY 
Keep the change, young man. 

BOY 
Thank you, ma'am. 

Granny shuts the door and heads to the kitchen where she 
finds James digging in. James sits back down to his homework. 

53 INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT 

Granny goes to the stove and ladles some chicken soup into a 
bowl. She sets the bowl on a serving tray with a mug and a 
plate of small chocolate chip cookies. She exits the kitchen. 

GRANNY (O.C.) 
James, don't eat all that pizza. 

JAMES 
Granny, I'm not going to eat the whole 
pizza. 

GRANNY (O.C.) 
I don't want you even eating half. 
Save some for your mother and sisters. 

JAMES 
Okay, Granny. 

54 INT. HALLWAY - NIGHT 

Granny walks up the CREAKING stairs and into the hallway. A 
light shining from the bathroom door turns off. She opens 
Jhovan's door and sees him lying in his bed. She looks 
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puzzled. She can hear water settling from the toilet in the 
bathroom. She shakes it off and walks into his room. 

55 INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT 

James sits at the table wearing his headphones and has his 
feet propped on a chair. Through the French doors, he sees a 
black mass in the dimly lit living room. When the mass moves, 
he sits up straight and begins to stand. The mass disappears 
behind the wall and James looks to the right. He walks slowly 
towards the hallway entrance. He hears nothing. 

JAMES 
Granny (speaking softly). 

As he nears the entrance, the light from the hallway 
gradually gets darker. James inches closer, still speaking 
slowly. 

JAMES (CONT'D) 
Granny? Is that you? Granny? Granny! 

James reaches the entrance as Granny walks in. 

GRANNY 
Yes, James? What is it? You scared me. 

James bends over clutching his chest. 

JAMES 
You scared me. 

GRANNY 
If you're done with your homework, why 
don't you go get ready for bed. 

JAMES 
I am never going to be able to sleep 
again. 

GRANNY 
Get going, James. 

He hustles down the hallway and up the steps. 

56 INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 

Jhovan lays in a ball under his covers on his left side. Only 
his head can be seen. The television and a bed lamp 
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are on. Jhovan is awake but he lays frozen with his eyes wide 
open staring at a black mass in his corner. 

JAMES (O.C.) 
This house gets creepier and creepier. 
I know I'm not just seeing things. 

57 INT. AUDITORIUM - NIGHT 

The audience CLAPS as the curtain closes. Tiya stands and 
walks towards the exit where she sees Mike standing. 

TIYA 
Great show, huh? 

MIKE 
Man, those kids are so talented. I saw 
quite a few bonafide superstars up 
there tonight. 

TIYA 
Right? 

MIKE 
So we meet again. 

TIYA 
So we do. What grade is your... 

MIKE 
Daughter. Mia is a senior. 

TIYA 
So is my oldest Aaliyah. My youngest 
here is a junior. 

MIKE 
So, you have two kids? 

TIYA 
Uh, no. I have four. My youngest two 
are in middle school. 

MIKE 
Gotcha. Well, are you available 
anytime tomorrow, Ms. Tiya, for 
coffee? 

TIYA 
You remembered my name. 
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MIKE 
It's hard to forget a pretty lady like 
you. And I asked your sister when she 
was standing next to me. 

TIYA 
Uh huh. 

The girls approach, interrupting the conversation. Malaika 
has a violin case in her hand. 

MALAIKA 
Hi Mommy. 

TIYA 
Oh my God, you guys were wonderful. 

She hugs them both. Malaika holds up a scratched finger. 

MALAIKA 
My string broke. Do you have any Band-
Aids? 

TIYA 
There might be one in the car. 

Tiya's cell phone vibrates in her purse. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
Excuse me one moment. (In the phone) 
Hello? 

58 INT. HOME - NIGHT 

Ambulance lights illuminate the front door at the house. 
Jhovan is on a stretcher covered in a blanket and two 
PARAMEDICS are carrying him out of the house. Granny is 
putting on a jacket and closing the door. 

GRANNY 
Tiya, Jhovan was breathing strangely, 
so I called the squad car. (To the 
paramedic) Which hospital are you 
taking him to? 

PARAMEDIC 
Children's Hospital ma'am. 

GRANNY 
Okay, they're taking him to 
Children's. 



                                                             

Created using Celtx                                          

James jumps down the stairs. pushes past Granny and runs out 
the door. 

JAMES 
I'm going with you, Granny. 

GRANNY 
(To the phone) I'll see you there. 

59 INT. EMERGENCY ROOM - NIGHT 

Granny, James and the girls sit in the hospital waiting area. 
Tiya comes through the double doors. 

AALIYAH 
Mommy, is he okay? 

She runs to Tiya and wraps her arms around her. 

TIYA 
He's okay. The doctor thinks it may 
have been a reaction to the Tamiflu. 
So they're going to give him another 
drug and if he reacts well to it, he 
can go home tomorrow. 

GRANNY 
Well, I want to go see my baby before 
I leave. 

Granny leaves through the double doors. 

TIYA 
I'm just going to stay here with him 
tonight. Liya, can you drive everyone 
home and get everyone into bed? 

JAMES 
I'm going with Granny. 

TIYA 
No, James, you need to go home. You 
have school tomorrow. 

JAMES 
Mom, I don't want to go back there 
without you. There's something in that 
house. 

AALIYAH 
Mom, James is right. Something is in 
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there and it probably made Jhovan 
sick. It might be making all of us 
sick. 

MALAIKA 
Mom, I want to stay here with you. 

Granny comes back through the doors. 

TIYA 
Malaika, you can't. All of you have 
school tomorrow. You gotta go home. 

JAMES 
Mom, seriously. I can't go back there 
if you're not there. 

GRANNY 
I'll go. I can stay overnight. Your 
dad can survive one night without me. 

TIYA 
Thanks, Mommy. Thanks for everything. 
(To James) Now go home and go to bed. 

She hugs the kids in a group hug. She walks back through the 
double doors as they leave the hospital. 

As she walks down the hallway, she contemplates what the kids 
told her. She walks into Jhovan's room and sits by him. She 
doesn't believe the bad reaction diagnosis she was given. 

She rubs his face and lays next to him in the bed. There is a 
knock on the door. Mike walks in carrying a cup of coffee. 

MIKE 
Knock knock. 

Tiya slowly sits up. 

TIYA 
Hey, Mr. Electrician. 

MIKE 
It's Mike. Hi. Um, I thought you might 
need this. 

Tiya walks over to him and takes the cup. She stares at him 
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through questioning eyes. There's silence. 

MIKE (CONT'D) 
Um, Mia told me she knows all of your 
kids and was a little concerned about 
your son. So, I just wanted to come 
and check on you. 

Silence. Tiya looks back to Jhovan. 

MIKE (CONT'D) 
Well, I will get going. Just give me a 
call when you get some free time. 

TIYA 
Tell Mia he will be fine. And, thank 
you, Mike the electrician. I 
appreciate you both. 

60 INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT 

Aaliyah and Granny sit on the couch watching TV. Aaliyah is 
falling asleep. 

GRANNY 
Liya. Aaliyah. It's time for bed. 

AALIYAH 
I'm not tired, Granny. 

GRANNY 
Liya, you're snoring. 

Aaliyah stands and walks away zombie-like. 

AALIYAH 
Nite, Granny. 

GRANNY 
Sleep tight. Don't let the bed bugs 
bite. 

Aaliyah stops, startled awake. 

AALIYAH 
We have bed bugs? 

GRANNY 
No, Liya. It's just an expression. Go 
to bed. 
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AALIYAH 
Oh okay. Goodnight Granny. I love you. 

GRANNY 
Love you too. 

As the hour progresses, Granny lies down and dozes off. The 
couch rattles. She stirs. It shakes harder, waking her up. 
She sits up straight and looks around the room. 

After a few moments, she lays back down and is awaken by the 
whole room suddenly shaking causing fixtures and pictures to 
rattle in the room. Something falls in the fire place and 
soot sprays out. The shaking stops. 

Granny jumps up and happens to look to the left where she 
sees Ava, the cat, on the bottom step watching her. Ava 
yawns, and walks down the hallway. Granny leaves the room 
abruptly and goes upstairs. 

61 INT. HALLWAY - NIGHT 

Granny sees the light on in Aaliyah's room, knocks and cracks 
the door. Aaliyah is sitting at her desk doing homework. 

GRANNY 
Aaliyah, I think a tremor just rolled 
through. 

AALIYAH 
It wasn't an earthquake, Granny. 

Aaliyah looks at her with milky eyes. 

AALIYAH (CONT'D) 
It's the house. 

Granny opens the door completely and stares at Aaliyah who 
stares back. Granny looks confused and frightened. Aaliyah's 
iris's regain their color which makes Granny look even more 
scared. 

AALIYAH 
What, Granny? What's wrong? 

GRANNY 
Nothing. Go to bed soon. 

She shuts the door. 
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62 SUPER - TWO MONTHS LATER 

63 INT. 338 - EARLY MORNING 

Aaliyah and Tiya are arguing. Doors can be heard slamming. 

AALIYAH 
I do everything you tell me to do. I'm 
the only one who does anything around 
here. I forget to do one thing, and 
you want to go off on me. 

TIYA 
I can and will go off about anything 
and everything up in here. 

AALIYAH 
Well then I'm gonna leave. You don't 
love me anyway. I'm the only kid you 
have that actually listens to you and 
you treat me like crap! 

TIYA 
Who do you think you're talking to? 

AALIYAH 
Oh my God, you didn't hear anything I 
just said. 

TIYA 
You want to leave, then leave. And 
leave my key on the table. 

AALIYAH 
Bitch. 

Aaliyah slams the front door as she heads to the bus stop. 
Tiya yanks it open. Aaliyah is halfway down the street. Tiya 
shouts. 

TIYA 
What did you just call me little girl? 

AALIYAH 
I called you a bitch! 

64 EXT. RHOADS AVE - EARLY MORNING 

Aaliyah is walking down the street wearing headphones and 
texting. She walks to the bus stop and sits down on a 
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bench. Tiya's car pulls up, and she gets out. She walks over 
to Aaliyah and puts her hand out. 

TIYA 
I paid for those. You won't be needing 
them. 

Aaliyah takes a deep breath and hands Tiya the phone and the 
MP3 player. Tiya walks away as the bus pulls up. 

TIYA 
Have a good life. 

She gets in her car, does a U-turn and drives away. 

65 EXT. PORCH - AFTERNOON 

Tiya is sitting on the porch talking on her cellphone. She 
sees Aaliyah walking down the street and hangs up. Aaliyah 
walks up the driveway and the steps. She sits down next to 
Tiya. 

AALIYAH 
Hi, Mom. 

TIYA 
Hi, Aaliyah. 

AALIYAH 
I'm sorry, Mom. 

TIYA 
Okay. 

AALIYAH 
Can I have my key back? 

Tiya reaches into her pocket and pulls out the key. She hands 
it to her. 

AALIYAH 
Thank you. 

TIYA 
You're welcome. 

AALIYAH 
Can I have my phone back? 

TIYA 
Not a chance. 
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AALIYAH 
It was worth a try. 

TIYA 
You think so? Got a whole list of 
chores for you on your bed. Welcome 
home. 

Aaliyah gets up and walks into the house. Tiya shakes her 
head. 

66 INT. ATTIC - DAY 

Tiya is listening to NPR as she paints on a canvas in the 
attic. She hears something hit the window. Looking over, she 
sees nothing. Squinting, she sees movement in the house next 
door. She ignores it and focuses on her painting. The attic 
door slams shut and she stands, listening for movement. 

There is screaming from next door that moves her focus to the 
window again. There's more screaming and glass breaking. She 
stands at the window and watches as a black man chokes a 
white woman and drags her across the room. Tiya bangs on the 
window and screams at him. 

TIYA 
Stop! Get off of her! Leave her alone! 
I'm calling the police! 

She nervously searches for her cell phone. Dialing 911, she 
looks out the window again and sees the woman trying to lift 
herself from the floor, watching her. She's bloody and 
crying. The woman puts one hand on the window in anguish. And 
is then yanked aay. 

911 OPERATOR 
911. What is your emergency? 

Tiya runs down the stairs and bursts through the closed attic 
door. 

TIYA 
There is a man killing a woman next 
door to me. 

She runs down the stairs and out the front door. She stops 
and returns to the house. She heads to the kitchen, grabs a 
large knife, and heads back out the door and onto the front 
porch. 
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67 EXT. PORCH - DAY 

Tiya stands on the edge of the porch listening for noise from 
next door. She hears nothing. She sees her neighbor's car in 
the driveway. Sirens can be heard in the distance. 

Tiya walks down the porch stairs towards the approaching 
squad cars. Two officers step out of the first car and meet 
her halfway on the driveway. Tiya is still holding the knife. 

OFFICER 1 
Ma'am, are you the one who called us? 

TIYA 
Yes, I am. I saw a woman through the 
window upstairs getting severely 
beaten by some man. 

OFFICER 1 
Okay, ma'am. I'm going to need you to 
drop the knife. 

Tiya looks at the knife in her hand and throws it in the 
grass. Officer 2 picks it up and sets it on the porch. 

TIYA 
Oh damn. Sorry. I just came out with 
it in case he was out here. I think 
they saw me watching. I don't even 
know who they are. My neighbor is an 
older lady with teenagers. I'm afraid 
something may have happened to her. 

OFFICER 2 
Why would you think that? 

TIYA 
Because it wasn't her up there. Could 
you please go over there and check on 
Ms. Sandy? She's an older lady. 

OFFICER 1 
I will go talk to your neighbor. (To 
Officer 2) Can you go with her to 
check out what she saw? 

OFFICER 2 
Ma'am. 

Officer 2 gestures for her to lead the way, while two 
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officers go next door. The fourth officer walks around the 
perimeter of the house. 

68 INT. ATTIC - DAY 

Officer 2 follows Tiya up to the attic window. 

TIYA 
Everything happened over there. 

She points to the room across from her window. The officer 
goes to the window and sees an empty room through the window. 
A single light shines inside. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
Do you see anything? 

OFFICER 2 
No ma'am, I don't. 

TIYA 
Well about 15 minutes ago, some woman 
was getting savagely beaten in there. 

OFFICER 2 
Can you describe them? 

69 EXT NEIGHBOR'S PORCH - DAY 

Officer 1 knocks on the door. A few moments pass and then a 
small voice can be heard behind the door. 

MS SANDY 
Who is it? 

OFFICER 4 
Columbus police ma'am. Can you please 
open the door? 

Ms. Sandy--a medium height stocky black woman, late 60's--
opens the door. She is wearing a house dress. 

MS SANDY 
How can I help you officer? 

OFFICER 1 
Ma'am, there's been a report of a 
disturbance in your home. Are you in 
any kind of danger ma'am? 
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MS SANDY 
No officer, I'm not. This is a foster 
home and sometimes my boys can get a 
bit loud. But that's about all. 

OFFICER 4 
Do you mind if we come in and have a 
look around? 

MS SANDY 
As a matter of fact, officer, I do 
mind. You don't need to come in. I'm 
perfectly fine and I can assure you 
there has been no disturbance here 
today. 

The officers stand on the porch. Officer 1 tries to look 
inside, but Ms. Sandy blocks his view. He tips his hat. 

OFFICER 1 
We apologize for disturbing you. 

They turn and walk away. Ms. Sandy closes the door and locks 
it. 

70 EXT. BACKYARD - DAY 

An officer walks around the back of the house. There is a 
boat adjacent to the detached garage. He notices the cover is 
ripped to shreds. He continues to the front of the garage 
which is in the alley behind the house and underneath the 
railroad tracks. 

He stands in front of the garage door and is frozen in place 
as the words "HELP ME" appear letter by letter in red. He 
cautiously walks up to the graffitied door and touches a 
letter. He smells blood on his finger and steps back, pulling 
out and pointing his gun at the door. 

He nervously moves left to right trying to survey the area. 
As he comes back around the garage, he is confronted by a 
black Rottweiler which is growling and coaxes him back to the 
front of the garage. He releases the safety prepared to shoot 
the dog when he notices there is nothing written on the 
garage door anymore. 

OFFICER 3 
What the hell? 

He turns back to the dog, but it is gone too. His gun is 
still pointed as two officers approach him. 
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OFFICER 1 
Whoa, Dawson. What do you see? 

Officer 3 is confused and stutters. He slowly composes 
himself. 

OFFICER 3 
N-nothing. I mean, there's nothing 
back here. 

They all head back to the house. 

71 EXT 338 FRONT PORCE - DAY 

Tiya and Officer 2 meet the other three on the front porch. 

OFFICER 1 
Well, ma'am, your neighbor claims 
there was no disturbance. 

TIYA 
I know what I saw. What if someone is 
in there hurting her and she's too 
afraid to say anything? You have to 
get in there. 

OFFICER 1 
Well, without her consent or a warrant 
at this time, we cannot enter her 
home. 

TIYA 
You people bust down doors all day 
long. You don't do that for little old 
black women who run foster homes? 

Officer 2 hands her a card. 

OFFICER 2 
If you have any other issues ma'am, 
please don't hesitate to call us. 

She takes the card as they walk away. Officer 3 stops and 
walks back to the porch. 

OFFICER 3 
Ma'am, do you own a black dog? 

Tiya remembers the dog she saw in the yard when she first 
moved in. 
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TIYA 
No, I don't. But you saw it too, 
didn't you? 

He tips his hat. 

OFFICER 3 
You have a good day ma'am. 

He walks away. He gets in the car with Officer 4. 

OFFICER 4 
What was that about? 

OFFICER 3 
Just some reassurance. Let's go. 

When the two cars are gone, Tiya goes next door. 

72 EXT. NEXT DOOR - DAY 

Ms. Sandy cautiously opens the door. She sees Tiya and pulls 
her inside. She shuts the door. Tiya whispers. 

TIYA 
Ms. Sandy, are you okay? Is there 
somebody in here trying to hurt you? 
Do you want to come over to my house? 
What is going on? It is not safe here. 

Ms. Sandy is shaking her head side to side and covering her 
eyes with both hands. 

MS SANDY 
You saw it, didn't you? 

TIYA 
Saw what? A woman getting beat to 
death by a man in your attic? 

MS SANDY 
You saw it. 

TIYA 
Yes! I saw it! Why are you still in 
here? Why didn't you let the police 
help? 

MS SANDY 
I don't think it's in my house. Or 
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only in my house. 

TIYA 
What do you mean? I don't understand. 

MS SANDY 
The fight. The woman screaming. The 
blood. I've seen it before. (Pause) 
But I saw it in your window. In your 
attic. What you saw in my window, I 
saw in yours. Now I know it wasn't a 
dream. Maybe it was a vision. I think 
someone is trying to tell us 
something. 

73 EXT. RESTAURANT - NIGHT 

Tiya and Mike are sitting at a table for two with candlelight 
and wine glasses. Tiya looks distracted. Mike takes a bite of 
food and puts his fork down. 

MIKE 
Mal mi amor? 

Tiya doesn't hear him. 

MIKE (CONT'D) 
Alright love, what's going on. Am I 
that boring tonight? We've been going 
out for months now, and this is the 
very first time you have nothing to 
say. Hey, babe. 

He reaches for he her hand. She bites her bottom lip and her 
eyes begin to water. 

MIKE (CONT'D) 
Hey now. What's wrong? Talk to me. 

She takes a deep breath. 

TIYA 
Mike, do you think I'm crazy? 

MIKE 
Of course I do. That's why I like you. 

He gives her a sexy look. She glares at him. 
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TIYA 
Haha. You know what I mean. 

MIKE 
Yes, I know what you mean. And no, I 
don't think you have more than the 
required amount of screws loose. 

He takes a sip of wine. 

TIYA 
Good. Cause I think my house is 
haunted. 

Mike coughs. Tiya jumps up and pats his back. He starts 
laughing hysterically. She smacks him on the back of his 
head. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
I'm serious! 

MIKE 
I'm sure you are. What makes you think 
it's haunted? 

TIYA 
Strange things keep happening. Things 
moving by themselves. Cold spots. 
Large dark shadows. My son got deathly 
ill. My daughter flipped on me which 
she has never done before. And-- 

She looks at him cautiously. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
No secrets, right? 

MIKE 
No secrets. 

TIYA 
Maybe I was dreaming or maybe I 
wasn't, but something was in bed with 
me one night. 

MIKE 
Get outta here! 

TIYA 
Mike! Shhh. I'm dead serious. It was 
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in my bed touching me and kissing me 
and damn. (Pause) I woke up naked 
dammit! It was in my bed! 

MIKE 
Was this before or after I met you? 

TIYA 
Why does that matter? 

MIKE 
Well, because if it was after, I can 
say you were secretly lusting after me 
and had just got really hot. 

TIYA 
Oh my God. 

MIKE 
But if it was before you met me... 

TIYA 
It was before, you freak. 

She throws a piece of bread at him; he ducks. 

MIKE 
...then you were dreaming about 
someone else. And I don't want you to 
do that. I want to be the one touching 
you... 

He gets up and walks to her side of the table, leaning over 
to kiss her. 

MIKE (CONT'D) 
...and kissing you. And all that fun 
sexy stuff. 

They kiss. He holds his hand out. 

MIKE 
Let's go. 

74 INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 

The kids and their cousins, Neesah, Naya and Alfie are in the 
bedroom watching TV. The girls are doing each other's nails. 
The cat runs past them and up the attic stairs. 
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MALAIKA 
Ava, no! Man. I just painted my nails. 
James and Jhovan, can one of you go 
get Ava? Mom doesn't want her up 
there. 

JAMES 
You shouldn't have left the door open. 

MALAIKA 
That wasn't me. Can somebody go get 
her please? 

JHOVAN 
I'll go get her. 

ALFIE 
I'll go with you. 

The two boys get up and head up the stairs. The boys can be 
heard walking around and laughing. Moments pass. 

JHOVAN (O.C.) 
Whoa, what the heck? 

ALFIE (O.C.) 
Whoa. 

MALAIKA 
Whoa what? What do you see? 

JHOVAN (O.C.) 
Guys, come up here. 

The rest of the kids run upstairs. 

75 INT. ATTIC - NIGHT 

Upstairs, the boys are sitting along the attic wall pulling 
pictures from under a floorboard. They pass them around. 

NEESAH 
Eww! What is he doing? 

AALIYAH 
Oh my God. This woman is naked...and 
gagged. 

MALAIKA 
I think this one is dead. 
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She passes it to Aaliyah. 

JAMES 
This is sick! Who is this dude? 

Aaliyah PULLS a piece of paper from under a nearby 
floorboard. She reads it. 

AALIYAH 
His name is Zeek Rogers. 

JHOVAN 
Who is that? 

AALIYAH 
Probably the man who used to live 
here. 

NAYA 
This is definitely some white people 
stuff. 

MALAIKA 
Nope. He's black. 

She holds up another photo of a black man torturing a white 
woman. 

NEESAH 
Black men and their white women. 

James and Jhovan hi-five. 

BOTH 
Yeah! 

AALIYAH 
No! This is some sick damn! You 
shouldn't be celebrating masochism. 

JAMES 
I don't even know what that is. 

MALAIKA 
This does not look consensual. 

She holds up a picture of a woman struggling and crying. 

MALAIKA 
He's torturing them in our house and 
above my room. He did it right here. 
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The kids look around the room. 

AALIYAH 
It's a torture chamber! 

The front door slams downstairs. 

TIYA (V.O.) 
Hey you guys!! We're home! 

All of the kids barrel down the stairs meeting Tiya and Mike 
in the foyer. 

76 INT. FOYER - NIGHT 

AALIYAH 
Mom, you are never going to believe 
what we found. 

MALAIKA 
Some man that used to live here was 
torturing women in the attic. 

TIYA 
What? 

JAMES 
Look. 

He shoves some pictures at Tiya. She shuffles through them, 
passing them to Mike. 

MIKE 
Wowww. This-- 

TIYA 
Explains a lot. Where did you find 
these? 

KIDS 
The attic! 

Tiya and Mike share a glance. 

JAMES 
There's a bunch of them under the 
floor, mom. 

TIYA 
Okay you guys. Go clean up the kitchen 
and watch a movie or 
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something. We're gonna take a look. 

She grabs the phones from all of their hands and sends them 
away. 

TIYA 
Like in the movies, Mike. Man tortures 
woman. Woman's restless spirit haunts 
house. 

MIKE 
Well was it a woman in the bed with 
you? 

TIYA 
Really? Really Mike? 

MIKE 
She coulda been a lesbian. 

TIYA 
You really think this is real funny, 
don't you? 

MIKE 
Nope. No I don't. Well, a 
little...yeah. 

Tiya walks up the stairs leaving him in the foyer. 

TIYA (O.C.) 
Thin ice, Mr. Electrician. It's 
getting thinner by the moment. 

77 INT. ATTIC - NIGHT 

Tiya stands in the attic and experiences an immediate cold 
chill. A sudden cold surge rushes past her. She hears the 
wind blowing. She shivers and wraps her arms around herself. 
She looks around. Malaika comes up the stairs behind her. 

MALAIKA 
It's over there, Mommy. 

Tiya looks in the same direction Malaika points. 

TIYA 
Thank you, babe. Now go downstairs. I 
think you've seen enough. 
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Malaika leaves. The door squeaks as it slowly closes behind 
her. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
Malaika. Malaika please open the door. 

Malaika doesn't respond. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
Nevermind. 

Tiya goes over the raised floor board. She sits and looks 
through the Polaroids. She lifts another board where she 
finds news clippings of missing women. She looks back at the 
Polaroids and begins to match them to the news clippings. 

The attic door opens. Tiya looks up and sees no one. She 
continues lifting boards and pulling out pictures and papers. 

TIYA 
Thanks, Malaika. 

As she reads the clippings, her eyes begin to water. She 
looks up realizing what she's just found. 

There is a whisper in her ear. "Tiya." She jumps back and 
drops everything. She crawls backward as she sees a large 
dark mass materialize in front of her. As it moves closer, it 
forms into a familiar body. Soon, she can make out the face. 
It's Charles. 

TIYA 
What the...Charles? 

She begins to stand and the figure stops. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
How could you be...you're dead. 

MIKE (O.C.) 
Baby, who you talking to? 

She looks towards the stairs and back. The figure is gone. 
Mike comes up the stairs. 

MIKE 
Hey. 
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TIYA 
Mike. 

Mike's body is suddenly thrown backwards, hitting the wall 
behind them. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
Mike! 

Tiya runs to his side and helps him up. The door slams shut. 
They both look toward the door and then sit in silence 
waiting. After a moment, they run down the stairs and burst 
through the closed door, locking it behind them. 

78 INT. MIKE'S HOUSE - DEN - NIGHT 

Tiya and the kids are piled into Mike's living room under 
blankets on the floor. There is music playing in the 
background. Tiya is wrapped up in a blanket typing on a 
laptop. She types, "unsolved missing women cases in 
Columbus." She clicks on the links that appear. 

Mike sits down next to her and hands her a cup of tea. 

TIYA 
How are you holding up? 

MIKE 
Um, I don't know yet. 

TIYA 
At least you believe me now. You do 
believe me? You experienced it 
yourself, Mike. 

He doesn't say anything as he moves in closer to see what's 
on the screen. They both sit silently as they scroll through 
article after article showing pictures of missing women. Tiya 
sees one she recognizes from the pictures in the attic. 

TIYA 
I saw her. That's one of the women. 

She reads through the article aloud. 

TIYA 
Angela Jarrett, 27, was last seen 
Monday, July 25, 1975. She is 
described as 5'8", blonde hair, blue 
eyes and was wearing a black t-shirt 
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and blue jogging shorts. Her blue 
Bonneville was found early Tuesday 
morning at Franklin Park. 

They both look up. 

TIYA 
Mike, there are dozens of women who 
were reported missing and last seen in 
areas around my house. Franklin Park, 
Nelson Park, Oak Street. What if he 
has bodies in my yard or in my walls 
or something? 

MIKE 
There is nobody buried in your walls, 
Tiya. 

TIYA 
How do you know that? 

MIKE 
Cause it would smell like dead ass in 
your house. 

TIYA 
Not if he preserved the bodies 
somehow. 

Mike takes the laptop from her. 

MIKE 
Okay. I think you've watched one too 
many horror flicks. Let's just put 
this away and sleep off the craziness. 

TIYA 
I can't ignore this. 

MIKE 
And I'm sure you won't. 

Tiya looks at him. 

TIYA 
You were thrown against a wall, Mike. 
You can't ignore it either. 

She puts her head on his shoulder and closes her eyes. He 
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stares straight ahead, unable to rest. 

79 EXT. 338 RHOADS AVE - DAY 

A police car and a black sedan sit outside the house. An 
officer walks out of the house carrying an evidence box. 

80 INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY 

Tiya and Granny sit in the living room sipping coffee. A 
white detective comes down the stairs following another 
police officer who is carrying a box. 

DETECTIVE 
Well, I think that's all of it. 

TIYA 
Detective, please make sure there's 
nothing left up there. I don't need my 
kids finding anything else. 

He sits down on the sofa across from them. 

DETECTIVE 
How long have you owned this house, 
Ms. Brooks? 

TIYA 
I bought it at the beginning of the 
year. 

DETECTIVE 
Do you know the previous owner? 

TIYA 
No, but his sister lives across the 
street. 

81 EXT. FRONT YARD - DAY 

An officer carries a box to the squad car. Across the street, 
Ms. Miller looks out the window. 

TIYA (O.C.) 
I bought it from Ms. Miller and her 
brother, Zeke. 

82 INT. BEDROOM - DAY 

Tiya sits on her bed digging through her purse. She finds the 
card that was left on her car window months before at 
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Charles' funeral. 

There are construction sounds coming from the hallway window. 
She reaches for her cell phone that is sitting on the night 
stand. Tiya notices the dictaphone and picks it up instead. 

She closes her bedroom door and presses rewind, then play. 
She hears dead air and normal ambient sounds. She then hears 
a scratchy voice, but it sounds sped up. She rewinds the 
recorder and sets it on slow play. There is dead air, and 
then a low, slow growl. 

Tiya stands and throws the recorder on the bed. The door 
handle begins to rattle and there is sudden banging on the 
door. She stumbles over to the alarm box and presses the 
panic button. It's not working. She presses it repeatedly and 
then pushes random buttons. 

The bedroom door flies open. No one is there. She runs to the 
windows. As she tries to open them one by one, things in the 
room are being tossed at her. The windows are stuck. She 
takes her vanity chair and tosses it at a window. It doesn't 
break. 

She screams and steels herself. Running through the door she 
bounds down the hallway and falls down the stairs just as 
Mike walks through the front door. 

She reaches for him and he picks her up, carrying her out the 
front door. It slams behind them. 

83 INT. GRANNY'S HOUSE - DAY 

Granny and the kids walk through the front door into the 
kitchen. Tiya sits with her leg elevated at the kitchen 
table. It is bandaged. 

TIYA 
Hey guys. How was school? 

AALIYAH 
Boring. 

MALAIKA,JAMES,JHOVAN 
Good! 

GRANNY 
Looks like James was about to get into 
a scuffle with one other boy outside 
the school. 
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JAMES 
No, Granny. There was nothing 
happening. We were just playing 
around. 

GRANNY 
Looked like more the playing around to 
me. 

JAMES 
No, Granny. Hi, Mom. 

James kisses Tiya on the cheek. She glares at him. 

JAMES (CONT'D) 
What? 

He grabs an apple off the table and leaves the room with the 
other three. They all speak to PawPaw as they leave and he 
enters the kitchen. 

KIDS 
Hi Pawpaw. 

PAWPAW 
Hey! I don't want to hear that TV on. 
Do some homework. 

GRANNY 
So, what's the verdict? 

TIYA 
Well, I can't get out of the mortgage 
or sell my home until I've been in it 
for five years. 

GRANNY 
And then who would buy a haunted 
house? 

PAWPAW 
There's no such thing as a haunted 
house. 

TIYA 
Daddy, you have not been in there when 
things have happened. 

GRANNY 
I have and in that single night saw 
enough to believe something is going 
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on. 

PAWPAW 
Something, but not ghosts. The only 
living spirit is the Holy Spirit. 

TIYA 
Ok, Daddy. Well the Holy Spirit has 
taken up residence in my home and is 
scaring my kids. And chased me down 
the stairs. Oh, by the way, it slams 
doors too! 

GRANNY 
Walt, what are you looking for? 

Pawpaw is rummaging around in the refrigerator. 

PAWPAW 
Something to snack on. And I think 
I've found it. 

He takes out a container and opens it. Granny steps over and 
takes it from him, putting it back in the refrigerator. She 
grabs a banana off the table, hands it to him and pushes him 
out the entrance. 

GRANNY 
Doctor's orders. Goodbye. (To Tiya) 
What you need is for the pastor to 
come and bless the house. 

TIYA 
I already did that. 

GRANNY 
Was he a real pastor or one you found 
on that computer? 

TIYA 
What difference does it make? Ordained 
is ordained. 

GRANNY 
Not everyone on the pulpit is truly of 
the Christian spirit. 

TIYA 
Well, Mommy, I neglected to ask him 
for his Christian credentials. He was 
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wearing a cross and had blessed oil. I 
didn't bother looking for the hallo 
hovering over him. 

GRANNY 
No need to be a smart-alic. 

She sits down across from Tiya. 

GRANNY (CONT'D) 
Why don't you call Pastor Parham? He 
would be happy to do it for you. 

TIYA 
I think it's past the blessing stage. 
Whatever threw Mike across the room 
would kill that poor old man. 

GRANNY 
There's nothing too strong for the 
Lord. 

TIYA 
Well, I need the Lord himself to come 
down here right now. I want to be able 
to live in my house. 

A glass breaks in another room. 

GRANNY 
Walt! 

Pawpaw makes moaning sounds from another room. Tiya and 
Granny rush out of the kitchen. 

84 INT. LIVING ROOM - EVENING 

Pawpaw stares at the wall, clutching his chest. His mouth is 
open. He is pale. 

GRANNY 
Walt, what is it? Walt! 

TIYA 
It's his chest. I think he's having a 
heart attack. 

Pawpaw continues to look at the wall. He mumbles and his eyes 
water. He looks at Tiya and Granny and then at the wall. 
There is fear in his eyes. Tiya follows his eyes but 
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sees nothing. Then she gets her phone and dials 911, as the 
kids pour into the room. 

TIYA 
You guys back up and give Pawpaw some 
air. 

All of them leave the room except for Jhovan. He stares at 
the same wall and begins to shake as he backs away. 

JHOVAN 
Mom. 

Tiya wraps an arm around him while she talks to the operator. 
He buries his face in her shirt. 

85 INT. GRANNY'S HOUSE - AFTERNOON 

Tiya carries a tray of food around to people visiting 
Granny's house after PawPaw's funeral. Everyone is dressed in 
dark clothing and the air is full of murmering. 

86 INT. GRANNY'S HOUSE, DEN - AFTERNOON 

All of the kids sit in the den eating. Everyone is silent as 
Tiya walks in. Aaliyah quietly cries. Naya puts her arm 
around her. Malaika comes to Tiya and wraps her arms around 
her. 

TIYA 
Hey guys. You ready to head out? 

JHOVAN 
I don't want to leave Granny. 

TIYA 
Well, I'm gonna drop you guys off at 
Mike's and come back to see about her. 

JHOVAN 
It's not safe here. 

Tiya looks at Jhovan 

TIYA 
What are you talking about? 

Jhovan hesitates. 
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JHOVAN 
Nothing. 

TIYA 
Vonnie? 

JHOVAN 
Just forget I said anything, Mom. 

TIYA 
Vonnie, if you have something to tell 
me, tell me. 

JAMES 
Mom, he's not going to say anything. 
He saw that black man...on the 
wall...when Pawpaw died. Pawpaw 
probably saw it too. And it killed 
him. I've seen it. And Jhovan saw it 
before when he got sick. 

JHOVAN 
And when Pawpaw got sick. 

AALIYAH 
It's probably an evil spirit from that 
attic. It wants all of us. 

MALAIKA 
Maybe it's following us, Mom. Maybe 
you brought it here and it scared 
Pawpaw to death. 

Tiya stares at Malaika with teary eyes. She closes the door, 
walks to the basement stairs and starts to go upstairs to the 
guests, but decides to go out the garage door instead. Dara 
passes her as Tiya rushes to her car. 

87 EXT. GRANNY'S DRIVEWAY - AFTERNOON 

Tiya is talking on her phone as she walks to her car. 

DARA 
What's wrong? 

TIYA 
I'll be right back. 

DARA 
You're not leaving me here. 
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They get in the car and drive away. 

88 EXT. COFFEE SHOP - AFTERNOON 

Tiya and Dara pull up to a coffee shop. They are meeting the 
woman from the grocery store, Diane. She is sitting outside 
at a table. 

TIYA 
She knows what's going on. I have to 
stop this or I'm either gonna go crazy 
or be killed. We are all in danger. 

DARA 
Who is she? 

TIYA 
I don't know. But we're about to find 
out. 

Dara looks at Diane and frowns. She opens her purse and 
show's Tiya her gun. 

DARA 
I got this if that scary Carrie gets 
out of pocket. 

TIYA 
Out of pocket? How old are you, 
fifteen? And what the hell are you 
doing with that? 

DARA 
I gotta watch my surroundings you 
know. 

TIYA 
You live in Columbus, in the suburbs. 
Your surrounding is a CVS and a golf 
course. Put that away. 

Tiya and Dara approach Diane. She looks aged and tired. She 
jumps when they approach her. She's smoking a cigarette. 
She's thin and her skin and hair are graying. 

TIYA 
Diane. 

DIANE 
Tiya. I'm glad you finally called. 
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TIYA 
This is my sister, Dar-- 

DARA 
Darlene! 

Tiya glares at Dara. 

TIYA 
Can we sit? 

DIANE 
Yeah. Yeah. I said for you to come 
alone. 

DARA 
No, we don't meet strange women on the 
west side alone. 

Diane takes a pull on her cigarette. Her hand is shaking. 

DIANE 
I told you to come alone. 

DARA 
Lady, do you have something for her? 

TIYA 
(To Dara) Chill. (To Diane) Diane, the 
amount of strange things that have 
been happening gives me reason not to 
travel alone. 

Diane flicks her ashes in a cup. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
What do you know about what's going 
on? 

DIANE 
Everything. I know what's going on and 
why it's happening. Only thing I don't 
know is how to stop it. 

DARA 
Alright, Bette Davis, can you start at 
the beginning? 

Diane chuckles and Tiya hits Dara on her arm. Dara mouths 
"oww." 
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TIYA 
The women. Who are they? Where are 
they? 

As Diane begins, there is a FLASHBACK that illustrates what 
she is talking about. 

DIANE 
He studied them once he found who he 
wanted. Their daily routine from the 
moment they left their house in the 
morning til they came home at night. 
One day I saw him sitting in the park 
watching one woman. I was in my car 
doing homework and I just thought it 
odd that he followed her from one end 
of the park to the other. And when she 
got in the car, he got in his and 
followed at a distance. See, I was 
studying human behavior at Ohio State, 
so I was just curious enough to follow 
him. Where she stopped, he stopped and 
waited for her to return to her car. 
This went on for hours before I 
decided to quit. But then I remembered 
seeing her jog in the park before. So, 
I thought I would go back the next day 
to see if he was there again. And sure 
enough, she was there and so was he. 
But he was sitting in his car this 
time til she was done with her run. 
And like the day before, he followed 
her and I followed him. I finished my 
dissertation the next day and was 
watching the evening news when I saw a 
missing woman report. It was her. And 
they mentioned others. Whoever this 
abductor was had a type. White, young, 
petite and blonde. Well, my stupid 
curious nature had me wondering. So, I 
started going back to the park to see 
if I saw him again. And, when I 
finally did, I used myself as a guinea 
pig to see if he would take the bait. 

TIYA 
And he did. 
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DIANE 
I used to be pretty. I didn't always 
look like this. 

Tiya and Dara share a glance. Dara stands. 

DARA 
I don't think I want to hear anymore. 

DIANE 
I asked you to come alone. 

DARA 
I'll be in the car. 

TIYA 
Dara. 

DARA 
I thought you were going to get ice 
cream or something. I'm going to 
smoke. 

Dara walks away in a hurry, bumping the table as she leaves. 

DIANE 
Is she okay? 

Tiya shakes her head. 

TIYA 
Not really. It's a birth defect. Go 
on. I'm listening. 

As Diane finishes her story, the FLASHBACK continues. 

DIANE 
He followed me home. I pulled into my 
garage and went into the house. I 
watched him from an upstairs window 
for what seemed like hours. When he 
finally drove away, I called a 
classmate and told her everything. She 
told me he was too dangerous. But, I 
was so wrapped up and fascinated by 
his sick behavior. I just wanted to 
prove he had something to do with the 
disappearances. I was stupid. And 
young and full of stupid ideas. I was 
going to save those 
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women somehow. I just imagined them 
being held in some dungeon in his 
basement or something. I don't know 
what I would have done if that was the 
case. I just didn't think it all the 
way through. It was just supposed to 
be an experiment. 

TIYA 
If you suspected something, why didn't 
you call the police? 

DIANE 
I did. 

89 INT. CAR - AFTERNOON 

Tiya and Dara are driving silently in the car. Dara reaches 
for the radio. "I always feel like somebody's watching me," 
are the lyrics they hear. Tiya pulls the car over abruptly 
and gets out. 

Dara sits in the passenger seat and shakes her head left to 
right. VOMITING sounds can be heard from beside the car. Tiya 
gets back in, opens the glove compartment box where she finds 
breath spray. Two sprays in her mouth, and she puts it back. 

Dara is still shaking her head. A single tear falls from 
Tiya's eye. 

90 INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT 

Tiya, Dara, Lisa and Granny sit around the table. No one is 
talking. A tea kettle WHISTLES. Tiya gets up and takes it off 
the stove. She looks around the kitchen as if she is not sure 
where the cups are. She is disoriented. The doorbell rings. 

91 INT. FOYER - NIGHT 

Tiya opens the door. Mike and an older black woman are 
standing there. She has long grey hair down to her waist. 
Tiya and Mike hug. 

MIKE 
Hi baby. This is Aura. She's the 
medium I was telling you about. 



                                                             

Created using Celtx                                          

TIYA 
Ms. Aura, it's nice to meet you. 
Please come in. 

They step inside the door. Tiya closes it behind them. Aura 
stops at the front door. Tiya waits. 

AURA 
You two go on in. I'm gonna stay here 
for a moment. 

TIYA 
Yes ma'am. We will be in the kitchen 
straight ahead. 

Mike takes Tiya's hand and they leave Aura at the front door. 
Aura moves about the house. 

92 INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT 

Mike and Tiya enter the kitchen. Tiya pours water into cups 
and distributes them around the table. 

DARA 
Where is she? 

MIKE 
She's walking around the house. 

DARA 
Why do you have some strange woman 
walking around your house without you? 

TIYA 
That strange woman can spend the night 
for all I care. I hope she finds 
whatever it is in here and gets it out 
of here! 

AURA (O.C.) 
Miss Tiya! 

TIYA 
(To Aura) Yes ma'am? I'll be back. 

Tiya leaves the kitchen. Mike and Dara follow. Lisa looks at 
Granny and they both sip their tea. 

GRANNY 
You going? 
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LISA 
Nope. I'm good. You? 

GRANNY 
Uh uh. Good tea. 

LISA 
Yeah. Good tea. 

93 INT. HALLWAY - NIGHT 

Aura walks around Tiya's bedroom while the others stand 
outside the door looking in. 

AURA 
This is your room? 

TIYA 
Yes ma'am. 

AURA 
This is the heart of the house. 

TIYA 
Okay. 

AURA 
And the heart of your problem. 

TIYA 
(To Mike) I told you. 

AURA 
There is a man here. There is more 
than one. Two. Two men. Were you 
married? 

TIYA 
Well, I'm divorced. 

AURA 
This is somebody who was close to you. 

TIYA 
I've been divorced over 20 years. He 
never lived in this house. 

AURA 
Then it's someone you were close to. A 
boyfriend? Charles. 
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TIYA 
What! 

AURA 
He said his name is Charles. He died 
recently. 

TIYA 
What the hell? Why would he be here? 

DARA 
Because of you. 

She points at Mike. 

TIYA 
But strange things were happening 
before I even met Mike. 

AURA 
No, it's not because of Mike. But it 
is definitely in spite of him. Let's 
go to the kitchen. I would love a cup 
of tea. 

Aura leaves them standing at the doorway and goes down the 
stairs. 

TIYA 
She wants a cup of tea. I want some 
tequila. 

DARA 
To go IN the tea. 

94 INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT 

Everyone sits around the table in silence. Aura sips her tea. 

TIYA 
Ms. Aura, you said there were two men. 
If Charles is one, who is the other. 

GRANNY 
Another boyfriend? 

TIYA 
Mommy. I wasn't seeing anyone but 
Charles. 
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LISA 
You wasn't slippin and sliding someone 
else up in here or something? 

TIYA 
Shut up! 

LISA 
I'm just saying. You got rival ghosts 
in your bedroom fighting over you. You 
must got some good good if they 
fighting in the damn after life! 

Lisa laughs at herself. 

LISA (CONT'D) 
I'm just saying. 

TIYA 
Shut up! I haven't been with any other 
man but Mike since Charles. 

AURA 
Do you have any candles? 

TIYA 
Yes. Dara, they're in the drawer 
behind you. 

Dara reaches for the candles and candlesticks in the drawer 
behind her. Lisa pulls a lighter from her purse and hands it 
to Aura. 

AURA 
Who all at this table lives here? 

TIYA 
Just me. 

GRANNY 
But we've all experienced some 
activity here. And... 

AURA 
And what? 

TIYA 
We think something follows me wherever 
I go. Things have happened in my car. 
And at my parent's house. 
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AURA 
Hum. 

Aura lights two candles. Mike dims the lights. Aura closes 
her eyes. Tears begin to pour down her eyes. Granny hands her 
a tissue. 

AURA (CONT'D) 
Some people were hurt here. Some 
women. A lot of women. (To Tiya) Let's 
talk about Charles. 

TIYA 
Okay. 

AURA 
Um, he was 49, 50 when he died. You 
had a frustrating relationship because 
he wouldn't commit. Um, he had a 
brother and two sisters. They didn't 
grow up together. He grew up not far 
from here. His parents are alive. He 
wasn't close to his dad. 

TIYA 
Sounds right. 

DARA 
Oh my God. 

TIYA 
Um, I really didn't know anything 
about his family. I never met his 
father. Or his mother. That was part 
of our problem. I know he and his 
father had a falling out when he was 
in his twenties. 

AURA 
It was something his father did or was 
doing. And he tried to pull him into 
it. Tried to make him a part of his 
dark world. 

TIYA 
His dark world? 

AURA 
What do you know about this house? 
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TIYA 
Nothing. I just moved in at the 
beginning of the year. I would drive 
past it and it would...it was like 
calling me. Pulling me to it. 

AURA 
Because you're vulnerable and 
trusting. It had something to tell you 
so you can tell someone else. 

TIYA 
Tell someone else. What are you 
saying? 

AURA 
You were together for a few years 
before you moved in here. Then you 
broke up. He never came to see you. 

TIYA 
Well he did... 

AURA 
Once, to bring you strawberries. 

LISA 
What the fu... 

TIYA 
On Valentine's Day. I hate 
strawberries. He didn't get past the 
kitchen. 

AURA 
They wouldn't let him in. 

MIKE 
They? 

AURA 
The women. They weren't going to give 
him closure. He wanted redemption. He 
knew what was happening. He knew what 
his father was doing. Even though he 
wasn't a part of it, he could have 
stopped it. 

DARA 
The women. Diane-- 
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AURA 
Was one of them. She got away. She 
never reported him. And it all stopped 
with her. 

TIYA 
She called me. We met with her. She 
told me everything. 

AURA 
Not everything. 

There is a noise in the foyer. Everyone's heads turn that 
direction. Silence. Aura picks up a candle not lit. She hands 
it to Tiya. 

AURA (CONT'D) 
Here. You will need to light this one. 

TIYA 
Okay. 

Lisa hands her the lighter. 

AURA 
When you light it, the spirit will 
come to it. You can then tell it to go 
into the light. Then blow it out. 

TIYA 
What spirit? Who? 

AURA 
Charles. He is attached to you. 

Aura is the only one that can see Charles standing behind 
Tiya. He steps into the light. Tiya lights the candle and 
closes her eyes. Moments pass. 

GRANNY 
You probably have to do it out loud. 

DARA 
Yeah, we need him to hear you. 

TIYA 
Shh. Charles, you are not your father. 
You need to forgive yourself. Go into 
the light. Please go. 
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He steps closer to her and puts his hand over hers. She 
closes her eyes and blows the flame out. He disappears. Tiya 
opens her eyes and looks at Aura. Aura nods once to confirm. 

LISA 
What about the women? We can't just 
blow them away. Something has to be 
done about him and what he did. What 
did he do? 

DARA 
Diane says she followed him as he 
stalked a woman in the park. The woman 
disappeared. Her disappearance was on 
the news. She was never found. And 
then he stalked her. She almost 
disappeared. 

TIYA 
But she didn't. 

GRANNY 
So you're telling me this woman 
stalked a kidnapper? 

TIYA 
Yeah, she was doing some college 
project on human behavior. 

GRANNY 
And when the woman the kidnapper was 
stalking disappeared, he started 
stalking her? 

TIYA 
Yep. 

LISA 
She's white, isn't she? 

DARA 
Yep. 

LISA 
This cannot be for real! Do people 
really do this dumb crap? 

AURA 
Well, she's the key to the 
investigation. And maybe to this 
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house. 

TIYA 
I tried reaching out to her again. Her 
number is disconnected. 

95 INT. APARTMENT - BATHROOM - NIGHT 

Inside a dark apartment, a single light can be seen. It is a 
bathroom light. Inside the bathroom, Diane lays immersed 
inside a filled tub. Her eyes are open. She has drowned. 

96 EXT. FRONT PORCH - MORNING 

A newspaper hits Granny's front porch. The headline reads: 
"Mayor's daughter found dead, homicide investigation." 
Diane's picture is under the headline. Granny opens the door 
and reaches for the paper. She closes the door behind her. 

97 INT. POLICE STATION - DAY 

Tiya enters the station and approaches the desk. She is 
holding a business card in her hand. There is an unhappy 
white female officer at the desk. She doesn't acknowledge 
Tiya. 

TIYA 
May I see Officer Dawson? 

FEMALE OFFICER 
Who's asking. 

TIYA 
Ms. Brooks. 

FEMALE OFFICER 
Does he know what this is about? 

TIYA 
No, but he will when you get him. 

Tiya becomes agitated. She turns to sit in a chair against 
the wall. The female officer makes a phone call and then 
hangs up the phone. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
He'll be right out? Thanks so much for 
your hard work. 
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The female officer also looks agitated. Tiya smiles and then 
looks away. Moments later Officer Dawson appears. Tiya 
stands. 

OFFICER DAWSON 
Ms. Brooks. Come on in. 

He opens the security door for her and ushers in. She follows 
him down a short hallway and to his desk. He gestures for her 
to sit. 

OFFICER DAWSON 
Would you like some coffee or some 
water or something? 

TIYA 
Officer Dawson, I knew the mayor's 
daughter. 

He sits slowly. 

OFFICER DAWSON 
Go on. 

TIYA 
She came to me months ago. Right 
around the same time that I called you 
all out to the house. 

OFFICER DAWSON 
Do you mind if I record this? 

TIYA 
I don't care what you do. She's dead. 
If it's a homicide, I think I know who 
killed her. 

98 EXT. HOUSE - DAY 

Three police cruisers pull up to a house. Officer Dawson and 
another officer get out of one and approach the house. The 
door opens and the police storm in. They come out with a 
large well-dressed black man in handcuffs. A woman stands on 
the porch distressed as officers put the man in the backseat 
of a cruiser. 

99 INT. GRANNY'S HOUSE - DAY 

Tiya is washing dishes when her cell phone rings. She dries 
her hands and answers it. 
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TIYA 
This is Tiya. 

OFFICER DAWSON 
Ms. Brooks, this is Officer Dawson. 

TIYA 
Hi. 

OFFICER DAWSON 
I wanted to let you know that we 
apprehended Mr. Rogers today. He made 
a full confession. There will be a 
press conference this afternoon. 

TIYA 
Oh my God. 

OFFICER DAWSON 
I just wanted to let you know that we 
appreciate you getting involved. I 
knew something was strange when we 
came out to your house. I'm sorry you 
had to go through this. 

TIYA 
Thank you for letting me know Officer 
Dawson. 

OFFICER DAWSON 
If you don't mind, I would like to 
give your name to the mayor. She 
wanted to know who to thank. 

TIYA 
There's no thank you necessary. Please 
tell her and give her my condolences. 
I'd just like my life to get back to 
normal. 

OFFICER DAWSON 
I understand. Take care. 

TIYA 
You too. 

Tiya hangs up the phone and shouts for the kids. 

TIYA (CONT'D) 
Hey guys! Get your stuff together! 
We're going home! 
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100 INT. 338 - BEDROOM - NIGHT 

Tiya sits in her closet going through a crate of papers. She 
pulls out a program. It is a program to Charles funeral. She 
wipes her hand over his image. She opens it and reads the 
obituary aloud. 

TIYA 
Charles Rogers, 49, was called to his 
eternal home on Thanksgiving morning. 
He was a faithful member of St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church and enjoyed his work 
and his family. He is survived by one 
daughter, Kayla, his mother and 
father, Charles Sr. and Angela Rogers, 
two sisters, Tiffany Rogers and Angel 
Wells, and a brother, Mike Wells. MIKE 
WELLS? Mike. 

She drops the program. Aaliyah comes into the closet. 

AALIYAH 
Mom, are you okay? 

She looks at Aaliyah and shakes her head in shock. She 
manages to speak. 

TIYA 
Yeah, babe. What is it? 

AALIYAH 
We're heading to the movies. 

TIYA 
Okay. Make sure you keep an eye on 
your brothers. 

AALIYAH 
I will. Oh, Mike's here. 

Aaliyah leaves the room and Tiya jumps to her feet. She digs 
her cell phone out of her pocket and snaps a picture of the 
obituary. Then she stuffs the program back into the crate and 
puts it on the shelf. She drops her phone which lands face 
side-up on the floor. She turns to pick it up and comes face 
to face with Mike. 

MIKE 
Hi babe. Whatcha down? 
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TIYA 
I-I-I was um just trying to clean out 
the closet. 

MIKE 
Need some help? 

TIYA 
No! No, I'm good. I didn't know you 
were coming over. 

MIKE 
I didn't know I needed an invitation. 
Never did before. 

TIYA 
I-I know. I'm sorry. Hi. 

She forces a smile as he reaches in for a hug. 

MIKE 
You okay? Something bothering you? 

TIYA 
No. I'm just a little tired, that's 
all. Let's go downstairs. 

She reaches for her phone as it turns black and cuts off the 
light in the closet. She shuts the door and leaves the room 
in haste. Mike looks back at the closet, then follows her out 
of the room. 

101 INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT 

Tiya awakes to a cloudy view. She is lying face down. She 
tries to move but realizes she is bound. She tries to scream, 
but there is tape on her mouth. As she tries to wiggle free, 
she feels incredible pain. 

FLASHBACK - Tiya is being dragged down the stairs by Mike. 
She is screaming and kicking. 

PRESENT - Mike steps into the room where Tiya is lying 
crying. She has managed to sit up. She shakes her head left 
to right. 

MIKE 
No? No what? No you didn't have my 
father arrested? 

He stoops down and is level with her face. 
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MIKE (CONT'D) 
He didn't do it. I DID IT! 

He rips the tape off of her mouth and stands. He paces the 
floor and knocks books off of the shelf. 

MIKE (CONT'D) 
He will die in there! He can't stay in 
jail. 

TIYA 
Then tell them. Tell the police it was 
you. 

He stomps over to her side. 

MIKE 
You killed my brother! Now you're 
going to kill my father! 

TIYA 
I didn't kill anybody. Charles walked 
away from me. 

MIKE 
Charles loved you! I love you! He was 
trying to protect you! 

TIYA 
Protect me? Protect me from who? 

MIKE 
From this house! From my father! When 
he found out who Charles was with, and 
that you were in this house, he knew 
Charles would tell you everything. He 
loved you. And he was weak for you. He 
felt guilty about knowing what 
happened. You moving here brought back 
nightmares for him. Charles was going 
to tell. He had to go. 

Tiya's eyes grew wider. She began to cry and shake her head 
left to right again. 

TIYA 
You and your father killed him? 

MIKE 
He had to go! 
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Mike stomps out of the room. Tiya looks around for something 
to cut the rope with. Mike comes back into the room and grabs 
her. He throws her over his shoulder and carries her up to 
the attic. He drops her on the floor and leaves. 

MIKE (CONT'D) 
I'll wait for the kids downstairs. You 
can think of a way to recant your 
story to the police. 

TIYA 
But he confessed...to everything. 

MIKE 
He's a senile old man. You'll think of 
something. I'm sure the kids can bring 
you some ideas. 

TIYA 
You leave my kids out of this! 

MIKE 
I tried that. Too late. 

Mike stomps down the stairs, turns off the light and slams 
the door. Tiya looks around in the dark. She listens for 
movement downstairs. She has a flashback to earlier that 
evening. 

102 INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT 

FLASHBACK - Tiya and Mike are watching a movie. She looks 
uncomfortable. Mike senses her uneasiness. She pats her 
pocket to make sure her cell phone is in it. She stands. 

MIKE 
Where you going babe? 

TIYA 
To the bathroom. 

MIKE 
Can you bring me a bottle of water 
back with you? 

TIYA 
Of course. 

MIKE 
And a kiss. 
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She stops mid-stride, returns to the sofa and kisses him. 

TIYA 
Of course. 

Nearly out of sight, she climbs the stairs quickly to the 
upstairs bathroom, quietly locks the door and sits on the 
toilet. 

103 INT. BATHROOM - NIGHT 

On her phone, Tiya sends the picture of the program to Lisa 
and Dara, along with a text. "Keep kids away from house. SOS. 
Call 911. Mike did it!" Just as she sends the text, the door 
crashes in. Mike rushes to her and grabs the phone. She hits 
the power button to lock it. He tries to turn it on, but the 
screen shows it is locked. He throws the phone and grabs her, 
dragging her out of the bathroom and into the hall kicking 
and screaming. 

104 INT ATTIC - NIGHT 

Tiya listens for sound and movement downstairs. She hears 
nothing. She begins screaming as loud as she can. She stops 
when to door opens. A light shines from the doorway. She 
hears footsteps and Mike appears at the landing. 

MIKE 
Shut the hell up! No one can hear you. 

She screams and he comes closer. He pulls out a gun from his 
back pocket and she begins to kick at him. He hits her with 
the butt of the gun and everything goes black for her. 

When she awakens, the lights are still off. But she is tied 
to a beam. She is alone and tape is on her mouth. She bucks 
and moans. Then she hears a voice. 

VOICE 
Shhhhhh. 

She sits still not sure of what she heard. She listens and 
stares ahead in the dark. There is moonlight from the window. 
A white figure appears before her. It materializes into a 
white woman. The figure approaches Tiya cautiously with her 
finger to her lips. 

WOMAN 
Shhhhhh. 



                                                             

Created using Celtx                                          

The woman looks behind Tiya. Tiya turns to find another 
blonde woman in all white standing behind her. She too puts 
her finger to her lips. The rope loosens around Tiya's 
wrists. Tiya turns to see another woman at her feet. The rope 
loosens around her feet. Tiya sits still, horrified at what 
she is seeing. 

The first woman walks backwards with her finger to her lips 
still. As she approaches the window, it unlocks and opens. 
All of the images disappear. Tiya remains still, stunned. She 
is alone again. 

Slowly and cautiously she crawls to the window, and out on to 
the side ledge. Carefully she climbs to her bedroom window 
ledge. She looks in to make sure Mike isn't inside her room. 

105 EXT WINDOW LEDGE - NIGHT 

She hears him screaming her name when he discovers she's not 
in the attic anymore. She crawls onto the ledge as he appears 
at her bedroom window. He opens the window and begins to 
climb out. They stand at the same time. He pulls out his gun. 

When he releases the safety, Tiya looks behind her. If she 
jumps she will fall into the bushes below, but she 
contemplates him shooting before she falls. 

TIYA 
Mike, you don't want to do this. 

MIKE 
Why not? You ruined everything. You're 
the reason Charles is dead. You're why 
Pop is in jail. It's all your fault. 

TIYA 
If you shoot, someone will hear you. 
You won't get away with it. 

MIKE 
I won't? I already have. Inside this 
very house, as a matter of fact. 

As he twists a silencer on the gun, Tiya jumps. He aims to 
shoot but a shot comes from the street. Officer Dawson stands 
at the edge of the driveway wearing plain clothes and aiming 
towards the window ledge. Tiya falls into the bushes, 
followed by a wounded Mike. She screams as he falls 
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on her. 

TIYA 
Get off me! Get off me! 

She punches and screams until she realizes his body is limp. 
She looks up as Officer Dawson rushes to the bushes and pulls 
her to her feet. When she recognizes him, she wraps her arms 
around him. Sounds of sirens come closer. The house is 
suddenly surrounded by police cars. 

In Officer Dawson's arms, Tiya looks towards the house. Once 
dark, the lights slowly come on in the house room by room. 
Tiya and Dawson look at each other in amazement. They turn as 
officers rush into the scene. 

106 END OF SCRIPT 
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